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Why Are Families So Important?

by Melissa Thompson

http://www.community.today.com

You've likely
“family first?”
you can count. Why is this
saying so popular? _Why are
families so important _ t h a't
all heard and probably said this
phrase before?

In the most basic sense, the
family is essential because it
sustains society while fulfilling
God’ s purposes.

Parents provide the basic
physical necessities and
emotional care for their
children, and society relies on

firmly committed to their
family. In good and bad
times, which all families have,
parents and children in strong
families remain loyal to each
other.

3. Effective
Communication:
relationship depends on each
person’s wil i
openly, honestly, and
frequently talk with each
other. Members of strong
families talk respectfully and
kindly to each other and offer

families to care for its members

and uphold its laws by teaching moral
v al u e s The Family:"A
Proclamation to the World _, ”
represents Mormon beliefs on
marriage and family, we learn that
God expects parents to love, care for,
and provide for thei
physical and spiritual needs, while
teaching them to be law  -abiding
citizens and to
commandments.
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Fulfilling Traditional Family Roles

In many ways, the traditional roles of
father and mother have benefitted
societies. The traditional role of
fathers in the home involves men
financially providing for and protecting
their family. They are also called to
preside over their families in love and
righteousness.

Traditionally, mothers have been the
caretakers of the home. They bear
and raise the children, focusing on
their emotional development. Mothers
have also been primarily responsible
for making sure the home functions
smoothly each day —kids make it to
school and practices, everyone is fed,
the house is clean, and so on.

But what is considered traditional
doesn’t work for
Fathers and mothers may both work
outside of the home in some families,
while in others the mother might be

eve

ot family members.

the one who works outside of the
home. And in many
both parents share the roles of
financially sustaining their family
while also sharing the child raising,
household duties, and other day

rday éuhctiohsdat heme. s

Whatever their individual
reépgndsibilgies, in their role as
parents, mothers and fathers are
equal partners. Parents should help
and support each other as they work
together to fulfill their sacred
responsibilities. They are the leaders,
the family executives, the examples,
while children fol
leadership and house rules.

Building a Strong Family

What matters most for building strong
families, no matter individual roles or
circumstances, is that all family
members help each other to succeed.

So what helps families to succeed?
Social scientists emphasize the
importance of the following
characteristics:

Si

In the Bible, Jesus
t hat

1. Appreciation:
stated simply

anot hdahd13:84 ). Appreciation is

actively showinp
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2. Commitment:
and follow the family first model are

-to-

Those who believe

a listening ear when someone
needs one.

turn to their family members for love,
support, and answers to problems.
They work together to resolve
emotional, economic, and spiritual
challenges.

5. Spiritual Well  -Being: Family
members strengthen each other when
they follow God’s
example of Jesus Christ. Being
spiritually minded fosters love and
empathy in individuals.

6. Time Together:

o \kalmigyltli] eiis?ongé)f%t;lre geﬁt.fwgys to
strengthen a family. Most children
would rather spend a weekend
camping in their backyard with their
family than getting a new tablet or
going on a lavish vacation.

Frequent quality

Strong family units provide the
necessities of life such as food, water,
clothing, and shelter. But more
important, in strong, functional
families we learn how to love and
accept love, be effective
communicators, and be responsible
citizens. We learn the values of

w dnonesty,sntegrity | siaceriy, haimiliy,
and hard work.

Strong families are so important
because without
have successful people or societies.
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https://www.mormon.org/beliefs/family-values?cid=80012091
https://www.mormon.org/beliefs/family-values?cid=80012091
https://www.lds.org/manual/doctrine-and-covenants-and-church-history-student-study-guide/the-worldwide-church/the-family-a-proclamation-to-the-world?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/manual/doctrine-and-covenants-and-church-history-student-study-guide/the-worldwide-church/the-family-a-proclamation-to-the-world?lang=eng
https://www.mormon.org/beliefs/what-is-family#section2?cid=80012091
https://www.mormon.org/beliefs/what-is-family#section2?cid=80012091
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/john/13.34?lang=eng#p33
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Best Wishes for a
Blessed New Year
filled with renewed
health, happiness and
prosperity.

Next Weekend we observe
‘ the Epiphany of the Lord.

At that time Water, chalk
and incense will be blessed

=

Feast of the Holy Family

The Solemnity of Mary the
Mother of God is observed
annually on January 1st, since
the revision of the Liturgical
Calendar following the Second
Vatican Council. This feast
replaces the former feast of the
Circumcision of the Lord.

In most cases, the Solemnity of
Mary is a holy day binding
Catholics to participate in the Eucharist on this day.
However, through recent innovations in the
Liturgical reform, this feast is numbered among
those that are not obligatory when they fall on a
Saturday of Monday. Therefore, there will be only
ONE MASS on New Year's
parish church for those wishing to begin the New
Year by participation in the Eucharist.

Day

Congratulations to our
December Gift Card Winners!

Our Holiday Raffle raised
an addition 1,244.00 for
our parish. Thank You to
all who participated in this
special fund raising event!

1st 0 Mary Fiske

2nd & Geri Ulichney
3rd 6 Don Bonetski

The Feast of our Parish
Patron, St. Andre Bessette
will be observed on
Saturday, January 6 at a
special Mass to be offered

-

IN THE PARISH

at

<< » > for use in the home. at9 am. All parishioners are 1\ 4
7k Packets will be available in encouraged to honor our St./ANDRE
th tibule following th patron on his feast day and X
€ vestibule 1o OW"‘@! € participate in this parish BESSETTE,
Masses. One per family celebration. Pray for Us!
please.
L&YEA'EI *DRTUNITIES I
Weekend of Feast of the Holy Family Friday, FIRST FRIDAY
December Regular Mass Schedule January 8 am Mass
3006 31 Saturday 4 & 5:30 5th 6 pm Confessions
Sunday 8:00 & 11:00 6:30 pm Sacred Heart
Devotions
SOCIAL JUSTICE COLLECTION 7:00 pm Mass
Monday, New Years Day Saturday FEAST OF ST. ANDRE
January 1st 9 am Mass January BESSETTE
6th
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 9 am Parish Patron Mass
Tuesday, 5:30 pm Choir Weekend of EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
January January 9:15 am Faith
2nd 6-7 .
Formation
Dues Envelope
Clergy Collection
Thursday, Noon —Exposition Monday Feast of the Baptism of
January 5 pm —Vespers January 8 the Lord
4th 8 am Mass

Helpful Information

Join the Parish

Anyone wishing to register for
membership in the parish is asked
to fill out a registration form and
drop it in the collection basket.

Request Prayers

Our INTERCESSORY PRAYER
MINISTRY  provides prayer for
anyone in need throughout the
parish. Contact MARY ANN MAGDA
at 570 -655 -1218 or make your
intention known on our parish
wébsit@ dh in our
www.standrebessettewb.com

Remember your Parish

Your parish serves you faithfully
throughout your life. Please
remember your parish with a
memorial gift or a Bequest in your
will. Make a return to the Lord for
all the good He has done for you.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATIONS

Anointing of the Sick

The Sacrament of the Anointing of
the Sick may take place at any
time, but, sadly, too many families
wait until the last minute to call the
priest to anoint their loved ones. If
someone in your family is seriously
ill, preparing for surgery, or
suffering a prolonged illness, please
contact the parish office to arrange
a time for Fr. Ken to visit.

IN THE CASE OF AN
EMERGENCY —or if Fr. Ken is
unavailable to visit immediately, we
will contact the first available priest
to celebrate the Sacrament of
Anointing with your loved one.

Funeral Preparations

We collaborate with the local funeral
directors in arranging the times of
the funerals. Please be aware that
there is an additional fee for
funerals on Saturdays imposed by
most cemeteries in the area.

Baptismal Preparations
Parents of newly born infants may
call the parish office to arrange a
time for the Baptism of their child.
Baptisms are celebrated, for the
most part, on any Sunday, with the
exception of the season of Lent.

Wedding Preparations
Couples contemplating Marriage are
asked to contact the parish office at
least one year prior to the
contemplated date of marriage,
before making other plans.
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Does Christmas End on Epiphany?
by Gretchen Filz
www.catholiccompany.com

We all know that Christmas _ officially begins on Christmas January 6 feast day —the feast of the Nativity (not on Dec. 25), the

Eve , ( do we??) but when does Christmas officially end? The visit from the Magi, a-nidvatobsdocationsird’ s Ba |

answer gets a bit complicated . . . the first centuries of Christianity, and sometimes also a fourth,

Christ’'s first miracle at the wedding

On January 6th, the Feast of the Epiphany (in most places in the generally the feast of the Epiphany because these were all

U.S. the feast is transferred to the Sundgy_ between January 2 and epiphanies of Christ. Eastern Rite Catholics today, for example,
January 8), the Church celebrates the biblical event where the primarily celebrate the ‘epiphany’ of
Magi, also called the Three Wise Men or Three Kings, traveled from 6t h and not primarily the ‘epiphany’ l
the. East to pay homage to the newborn ng, Jesus Chnst: . Many Wise Men, while Latin Rite Catholics currently celebrate these two
believe that this is the date when the Christmas season officially feasts on consecutive Sundays
ends, being the end of the traditional 12 days of Christmas. '

. S In fact, in days of old, it was January 6th that was the traditional
However, according to the Roman Catholic liturgical calendar, Christmas gift -giving day, because thidS was the ?a¥ that the Bﬁbg

i ay a er t

Ordinary Time doesn’t officially begddeclifdHisitst r;?the'}@lgi
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which (usually) falls on the g o

Sunday after Epiphany (January 6th). This means that the To make things even more confusing, the visit from the Magi that
Christmas season actually extends bigtpdaynbst astoeiated with Ediphany irf'the watind Ritelikely
Days of Christmas."” occurred after the Presentation in the Temple (which is celebrated

on February 2), because it was after
THE CHRISTMAS OCTAVE the Magi visited the Holy Family that
Another element to throw into the mi tehhet afvleed otf0 Egypt to e:
Christmas ends on the eighth day after Christmas, which is murderous threats.
January 1st, the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. Because
Christmas is a Solemnity, the highest ranking of all feast days, it is
not celebrated for just 24 hours; it is given the honor of eight days
(octave) of celebration which is a custom that traces its roots to
Old Testament feasts.

SO, WHEN DOES CHRISTMAS
END?

When Christmas ends depends on
the Rite (Latin or Eastern), the
liturgical calendar (Ordinary or

The end of the octave is the end of the Christmas feast proper,

) . : i Extraordinary), and whe!
after which begins the longer Christmas season that extends either looking for the end of the Christmas
to the Baptism of the Lord for the Ordinary Form of the Mass “feast’' or the end of t

(usually the Sunday after Epiphany) or the Purification of Mary for

the Extraordinary Form of the Mass (February 2 — Candlemas).
However this understanding of a prop
Eastern traditions is also associated with the 12 Days of Christmas

which culminates on Epiphany.

‘ s e as bleré is a summary of the
above information:
feast’™ 1 n

S 0ome

ﬂ The Christmas feast proper ends
on the final day of its octave, which
CHRISTMASTIDE is the feast of Mary, the Mother of God, on January 1st. Keep

B o ) o your feasting, parties, and merriment going for the full 8 days.
In the older tradition (which is still kept in the liturgical calendar of

the Extraordinary Form of the Mass) Christmas lasts until 1‘[ The ‘peak’ of the Christmas ‘season’
Candlemas, or the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Epiphany, —the end of the 12 Days of Christmas Jesus is now
Mary and the Presentation of the Lord reve‘c’l‘fi%i scal'fightitostﬁé‘Géntiléjngtltolis. F e@ép%%lr y

2nd. This marked the end of a long 40 -day “Christmastid @hristn{ag

ddorations, especially your Christmas tree and
corresponded to the 40 days of Lent. ; &P VY

lights, up at least until this day is over.
On February 2nd the Church celebrates the day that Mary entered

the temple with the Child Jesus when her days of purification after 1 The official end of the entire Christmas season on the new
giving birth  were fulfilled, according to the Mosaic law, and when liturgical calendar is the celebration of the Baptism of the
Simeon made his well ~ -known prophecy about Mary and the Lord, after which Ordinary Time begins. Keep your nativity
Child. 1't is histori calknas ’c addceadu s'eCaonfd | i $aene displayed up through this day, or better yet, until the
prophecy of Jesus being a light for the Gentiles. Today it is better Presentation of the Lord on February 2nd (which is a feast of
known as the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord. the Baby Jesus).

Confusing? You bet. Unfortunately the confusion is not cleared by These are just suggestions, of course, to help you get the most out
going deeper into Church history. of celebrating the Christmas season to the full. The varying

Christmas traditions reflect the universal nature of the Church (all
tribes and tongues!) which has been going strong for 2,000 years.

The feast of the Epiphany originated in the East as a major feast Everyone is on the same page ~ generally ~speaking in keeping the
day. The name Epiphany, meaning *‘ mani $hEsimagfeasteyenthoyghthere have naturally arisen
“theophany’ (understood particul ar | dffergngesquerthe mileqnia in exgctly;hguthisdsidong from g ¢ | » g
Messiah to the Gentile nations), has also been associated with the place to place.

other biblical manifestations of Christ.

A BIT OF HISTORY ON THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

The most important thing to remember and practice is that

Historically, at least three events were celebrated on the same Christmas BEGINS on December 25th, and is to be merrily
celebrated for many days afterward, either 8, 12, or 40!


http://www.catholiccompany.com/christmas-c1237/
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Holidag Schedule

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Saturday, December 30th
4 pm and 5:30 pm Masses

Sunday, December 31st.
8 am and 11 am Masses

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
(New Year)

Monday, January 1, 2018
9 am Mass ONLY

Friday, January 5, 2018

FIRST FRIDAY

8 am Mass

6 pm Confessions

6:30 pm Devotions to the Sacred Heart
7:00 pm Mass

FEAST Of ST. ANDRE BESSETTE
Saturday, January 6th
9 am Mass

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Saturday, January 6th
4 pm and 5:30 pm Masses

Sunday, January 7th
8 am & 11 am Masses

9:15 Faith Formation
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Monday, January 8th

8 am Mass
The removal of the Christmas Decorations will
follow.

LOOKING AHEAD!

SPREMG IS I THE ATR
!

Our Spring Dance

Mary' s
Hall. Tickets will be
$20.00 each, and will
include dinner and
dancing.

Music will be provided by
Millennium.

Tickets will be available
soon at the Parish office.

In conjunction with this
dance, we will be looking
for items for our  Basket
Raffle after the holidays.
If anyone would like to
donate a basket to be
raffled off, baskets will be
available in the vestibule
next weekend.

We will be looking for
donations of Gift Cards to
local restaurants and

(ves,
SPRING) will be held on

FRIDAY, February 9th
beginning at 6 pm in St.

Byzanti

ne
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ADMINISTRATIVIE

PARISH COMMITTEES

COUNCILS

The Liturgical Council
Wednesday, January 10 at 6:30
p.m.

Room.

The Parish Social Justice Council
will meet Thursday, January 11
at 6:00 p.m. inthe Fr. Murgas

Conference Room

The Finance Council
Thursday, Jamuary 18 at 6:30
p.m.

The Pastoral Council

Thursday, February 15 at 6:30

pm inthe I;r. IMurgas Conference
|

ROENC
FAI'TH SHARING

St. Andreds Faith
Michael Boris  will meetat 6 pm
on Monday January 15 in the Fr.

Murgas Meeting Room of the Parish

Office.

Disciples of the Spirit of Jesus
with Sr. Madonna
Saturday, January 20 at 10:30

am in the Fr. Murgas Meeting

Room of the Parish office. There is

still room in this group for anyone
who might be interested.

Sharers on the Journey with
Christ with Rosemary Shedlock
will meet on  Sunday, January
21st at 2:00 pm
Elaine Snyder.

in the Fr. Murgas Conference

in the Fr. Murgas Conference
Room. All members of the Finance
Council are asked to plan to attend.

will meet on

in the home of

will meet on

th

will meet on

will meet on

Seel

. 8 The Development Committee

END OF THE THE PARISH t.)usmesses’ lottery will meeton  Monday, January
YEAR GIVING THAT PRAYS TOGETHER tickets, cash for the cash 8that6:00 pm i the Lower

. 8 STAYS TOGETHER. basket, or bottles of Meeting Room of the Parish
Any donations to h N i Office
be credited to this Join Us for cheer. No appliances, '
TAX YEAR (2017) EUCHARISTIC ADORATION please. These can be § The Young at Heart Committee
are to be in by every THURSDAY dropped off at the rectory will meet for their next monthly
THIS SUNDAY. beginning at NOON and before January 14th. meeting on January 17th at 1

_ ending with ) R pm in the Fr. Murgas_conference
Any donations for EVEN'N% PRAYER ye ljdzSas2yalZ L}sl aS Ol f ¢
the Calendar Year ats pm. CAY I - it HOH TN
2017 that come in H .
AFTER DECEMBER Loaves & Fishes
31st will be
credited to 2018 3 a’ No1: Food for January
and will NOT }"N @ @Qw{ New @
appear on the °tﬁ @?oYmn. ‘°% 0 r:'-?“]-” Non Dairy
2017 TAX
STATEMENT. Creamers
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Pope Francis’ Homily on Mary the Mother of God

“Mary treasured alll
pondered them in her heart! ( Lk 2:19). In
these words, Luke describes the attitude

with which Mary took in all that they had
experienced in those days. Far from trying

to understand or master the situation,

Mary is the woman who can treasure, that

is to say, protect and guard in her heart,
the passage of God in the life of his people.
Deep within, she had learned to listen to
the heartbeat of her Son, and that in turn
taught her, throughout her life, to discover
God’s heartbeat in
how to be a mother, and in that learning
process she gave Jesus the beautiful
experience of knowing what it is to be a
Son. In Mary, the eternal Word not only
became flesh, but also learned to recognize
the maternal tenderness of God. With

Mary, the God -Child learned to listen to the
yearnings, the troubles, the joys and the
hopes of the people of the promise. With
Mary, he discovered
faithful people.

hi st

In the Gospels, Mary appears as a woman
of few words, with no great speeches or
deeds, but with an attentive gaze capable
of guarding the life and mission of her Son,
and for this reason, of everything that he
loves. She was able to watch over the
beginnings of the first Christian

community, and in this way she learned to
be the mother of a multitude. She drew
near to the most diverse situations in order
to sow hope. She accompanied the crosses
borne in the silence
hearts. How many devotions, shrines and
chapels in the most far - off places, how
many pictures in our homes, remind us of
this great truth. Mary
warmth, the warmth that shelters us amid
troubles, the maternal warmth that keeps
anything or anyone from extinguishing in

the heart of the Church the revolution of
tenderness inaugurated by her Son. Where
there is a mother, there is tenderness. By

her motherhood, Mary shows us that

humility and tenderness are not virtues of

the weak but of the strong. She teaches us

that we do not have to mistreat others in

of

order to feel important (cf. Evangelii
Gaudium, 288). God’'s holy

always acknowledged and hailed her as the
Holy Mother of God.

To celebrate Mary as Mother of God and
our mother at the beginning of the new
year means recalling a certainty that will
accompany our days: we are a people with
a Mother; we are not orphans.

January 1, 2017

www.vatican.va

t h e Mothers drneithe gtrongestradtidote to our

individualistic and egotistic tendencies, to
our lack of openness and our indifference.
A society without mothers would not only
be a cold society, but a society that has
lost its heart, | ost
society without mothers would be a
merciless society, one that has room only
for calculation and speculation. Because
mothers, even at the worst times, are
capable of testifying to tenderness,
unconditional self -sacrifice and the
girength of I®beel havesleamed endch
from those mothers whose children are in
prison, or lying in hospital beds, or in
bondage to drugs, yet, come cold or heat,
rain or draught, never stop fighting for
what is best for them. Or those mothers
who in refugee camps, or even the midst
of war, unfailingly embrace and support
their children’s suffer
literally give their lives so that none of

h i mthedr thildrea willperish. Where Bevedis as

mother, there is unity, there is belonging,
belonging as children.

To begin the year by
goodness in the maternal face of Mary, in

the maternal face of the Church, in the

faces of our own mothers, protects us from
the corrosive disease
orphans” It is the
that the soul experiences when it feels
motherless and lacking the tenderness of
God, when the sense of belonging to a
family, a people, a land, to our God, grows
dinh €his sende df baing @phaned lodges
in a narcissistic heart capable of looking
only to itself and its own interests. It grows
when what we forget that life is a gift we
lpeeveeeiveds — and owe tolothers’ s— a gift
we are called to share in this common

home.

It was such a self -centered orphanhood
that | ed Cain to ask:
k e e p e rGen’ 4:9]. It was as if to say: he
doesn’t belong to me;
him. This attitude of spiritual orphanhood
is a cancer that silently eats away at and
debases the soul. We become all the more
debased, inasmuch as nobody belongs to
ué’a%oom% loe‘?ong &hd one. I debase the
earth because it does not belong to me; |
debase others because they do not belong
to me; | debase God because | do not
belong to him, and in the end we debase
our very selves, since we forget who we
are and the divine
The loss of the ties that bind us, so typical
of our fragmented and divided culture,
increases this sense of orphanhood and, as

se€ nssu;')sport u

a result, of great emptiness and loneliness.
The lack of physical (and not virtual)
contact is cauterizing our hearts (cf.

L a ud at,d9) &d making us lose the
capacity for tenderness and wonder, for

t hmty &hd cenephssian f Spitituzalropianhood

makes us forget what it means to be
children, grandchildren, parents,
grandparents, friends and believers. It
makes us forget the importance of playing,
of singing, of a smile, of rest, of gratitude.

Celebrating the feast of the Holy Mother of

God makes us smile once more as we

realize that we are a people, that we

belong, that only within a community,

within a family, can we as persons find the
“climate”, the “warmth” th
grow in humanity, and not merely as

object ant t “consume
1098 amdeT D%t s Wdeebrace
Holy Mother of God reminds us that we are

not interchangeable items of merchandise

or information processors. We are children,

we are family, we are God’

re 6e%l¥r£tir%g e Ho@ R/Igtﬁersof God leads

us to create and care for common places
that can give us a sense of belonging, of
Beln rooted of feqllng at.home jn our

ities, u?cgrﬂrr%mtles tt‘?af ante én

(cf €'a"% &% "d® ed

Jesus, at the moment of his ultimate self -
sacrifice, on the cross, sought to keep
nothing for himself, and in handing over
his life, he also handed over to us his
Mother. He told Mary: Here is your son;
here are your children. We too want to
receive her into our homes, our families,
our communities and nations. We want to
meet her maternal gaze. The gaze that
frees us from being orphans; the gaze that
reminds us that we are brothers and

) hat | bel h
e o et B e s

flesh. The gaze that teaches us that we
\(/:r 0 1688 ﬁow {o Eafe Q0P 1k infne
same way and with the same tenderness
that she did: by sowing hope, by sowing a
sense of belonging and of fraternity.

Celebrating the Holy Mother of God

reminds us that we have a Mother. We are

not orphans. We have a Mother. Together

let us all confess this truth. | invite you to
acclaim it three times, standing [ all stand ],

“ f a mlike tye faihfuhetEphesus: Haly datiher of

God, Holy Mother of God, Holy Mother of
God.


http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
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Do You Want to Know More A YEp—— To Commemorate the Celebrating a Significant

About the Annulment
Process? :

In the Diocese of Scranton, the
annulment process is now more
“user
expect, and there is no longer a
processing fee.

Please contact your pastor or the
Diocesan Tribunal Office (570 -
207 -2246) to begina
conversation.

It is possible to get clear answers
to these questions and to renew
your connection with the Church.

friendly”™ th

o '?r.

Founding of the Diocese of
= Scranton on March 3rd,
S 1868, ayear -long series of

; > special liturgies, celebration
1868 - 2018 and events will .begln next

month on the First Sunday of
Advent (Dec. 3, 2017) and

conclude on the Feast of Christ the King

(November 25,

2018). The Primary

Commemoration of our Sesquicentennial Year
will be marked with a major liturgical

Wedding Anniversary in 2018?

His Excellency, the Most Reverend
Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.,
Bishop of Scranton, and the Office
for Parish Life wish to invite
couples celebrating their 25th or
50th wedding anniversary in 2018
to a diocesan Wedding Anniversary
Mass on Sunday, June 10. The
event includes a 2:30 PM mass at

Notice Regarding the Sexual
Abuse of A Minor

It is the policy of the Diocese of
Scranton to report any allegation
of sexual abuse of a minor to law
enforcement. If you are a victim
of sexual abuse, you are
encouraged to immediately
report the matter to law b,
enforcement. If any priest, %
deacon, religious, lay employee
or volunteer of the Diocese of
Scranton has cause or reason to
suspect that a minor has been
subjected to any form of abuse,
including child sexual abuse, the
matter will be reported to law
enforcement. In accordance with
the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania's Chil
Services Law, reports of t
suspected child abuse should
also be made immediately by
phone to the 24 hour Child
Abuse Hotline (ChildLine) at  1- t
800-932-0313 or electronically
at www.compass.state.pa.us/
cwis. It is also the policy of the
Diocese to adhere to all civil and
state regulations. To this end,

the Diocese is equally committed
to adhering to the norms of the
Code of Canon Law and to
upholding the tenets of the
USCCB Charter for the Protection
of Children and Young People,
which includes supporting

victims of sexual abuse in their
pursuit of emotional and spiritual
well - being. As such, information
regarding an allegation of sexual
abuse of a minor should also be
reported to the Victim Assistance
Coordinator, Mary Beth Pacuska
at 570 -862 -7551 or to Diocesan
Officials, including the Vicar
General, Msgr. Thomas M.
Muldowney, V.G. at 570
2269.

-207 -

celebration in Scranton at the Cathedral of St. St. Peter's Cathedr al
Peter and also at every parish throughout the reception. Requests for an
Diocese on the Weekend of March 4th, 2018. invitation, with a mailing address,
Other events have been scheduled throughout should be made through the Parish
the 11 counties of the Diocese to highlight Office (570 -823 -4988) before
various churches, institutions, and sites of March 12.
historical significance.
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The Diocesan Certificate in Lay Ministry is a ministry K82 aKIFNB KSf LIF dz
formation program designed to equip and advance the i py R R i
servant leadership capacities of individuals serving their I )f U2 NR Z. _ 002 YLJ )/7-\
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Through Independent online study with the University of
Dayton's Virtual Learning Communitv far Faith
Formation, as well as regional skills workshops and PEANUTS6& / KI NX S§a| { C
opportunities for prayer and reflection, Diocesan
Certificate candidates enrich their knowledge base,
while also learning practical tools for effective parish
ministry in their faith communities.
The Office of Parish Life anticipates welcoming new
candidates into the Diocesan Certificate in Lay Ministry
Program in the New Year.
Prospective Candidates are encouraged to contact Kitty
Scanlan, Coordinator for Lay Ministry Formation at 570
207 -2213, or by email at Kitty - Haep)y NeWYEAR
Scanlan@dioceseofscranton.org for application oo
information materials, and application submissions.



December 31, 2017,

Feast of the Holy Family

STEWARIDSHIIP

St. Francis of Assisi and Church Renewal

When we think of the Saints, so often |
think we view them as if they were
somehow disconnected from reality
least the reality that we know. They
have strange ways, they do strange
things—and it doesn’t
all that they could ever have lived in a
world like our own. They come from a
time long ago and a land far, far away.

But nothing can be further from the

truth. The Saints lived in the here and
now of their lives —and St. Francis of
Assisi was no exception. The world of
the late Middle Ages was a chaotic place
— almost as chaotic as our own times.
War, plagues, famine, upheavals of all
sorts, and a Church that viewed God as
an angry monarch wielding divine
punishment like thunderbolts was the
reality of the world in which Francis
lived. He was a man of his time
beyond his time. For his conversion
moved him in ways that seemed both
improbable and impossible.

—and

His experience in Perugia —that of
engaging in battle (which was not as

gl orious as the *“ me
it sound), of being captured and
imprisoned and tortured until a ransom
could be paid, and his return to Assisi
had marred Franci
could not return to his old ways
seemed too frivolous, and he had no
idea in which direction he should turn.
In the time that intervened between his
return from Perugia and his final
conversion, Francis began to learn to
listen to the still small voice that
reverberates from within. He began to
encounter God.

S

For anyone who has had an experience
Il ike Francis', the
shakes to the bone. Everything believed
is challenged; Everything learned is
forgotten; life begins anew. And so it
was for Francis. He had a  radical
transformation — right to the core of his
existence.

And what did this radical transformation
teach him? That God is a loving Father
who only desires to be loved in return.
And Francis longed to love Him with
every fiber of his being. This knowledge
began to reveal itself in the very ways

—at

—they

that Francis
responded to the

world around him.
This became the
charismatic gift that

s e wonld granvsotherstd e

his side This was the
insight that would
eventually transform
the Church of the
late Middle Ages.

For Francis, God
became his own
personal Father. As
he proclaimed on
that fateful day in
Assisi when he was
confronted by his own father over the
money he had taken to finance his

building project:
had called Pietro Bernadone my father;
Now | can only say
heaven!” God was p

real. God was in an intimate
relationship with Francis, and Francis
with God.

d i And if 6dd waslhie fatileg Franosa d e
reasoned, then Jesus was his brother.
Every person on earth, then, was also
his brother and sister. No one could be

0 excludedorkgardless df race,ereed,H e
social standing, or health. This
knowledge impelled Francis to do that
which he despised
In his early years, the leper had caused
a revulsion in Francis. He fled whenever
they came near. After his conversion,
however, he was able, not only to be in
the same place they were, but also to
embrace them as brother.

The knowledge of God as loving Father

e n alsoumpaced Frawdis in lotheGwaygs as
well. He desired to receive all things
from His Father's
own no money, or property, or clothing.
He embraced his love, Lady Poverty,
and never wanted to stray from her
side. He took as his model none other
than our loving Savior, Jesus Christ. If
Jesus could be born in poverty, live in
poverty, and die in poverty to free s
poor sinners, then so would he. Nothing
could pull him from this ideal.

Francis was a breath of fresh air to the

—to care for lepers.

war -weary Middle Ages.
It had been a time at
least as complex as our
own. Throughout the
world, Christians were
killing Christians;
Muslims were killing
Christians; Christians
were killing Muslims,
There was war between
the various city states of
Italy. Corruption was
rampant in society as
well as the Church.
Views were changing,
the political background
of society was shifting,
the feudal world was
about to come crashing down. Into this
melee stepped Francis of Assisi. His
“ U n insight thiatlGodsis atoving Eather and
that we are all brothers and sister was a
k&fresHing Yoiceeirr an aga of war. For
e r s biscardtempofaoed, Frargis spoke a
wisdom that had not been heard for a
very |l ong time: *“I
good to those who hate you; forgive
one another.” Franci
to experience the great compassion of
God that he himself had found. This
became the impetus for a renewal that
began with Francis and spread
throughout the Medieval world.

AN

ove Yy

S W

As we consider thi
conversion, there are some questions
we must raise for our own reclamation.

s asp

First: What IS my image of God? or, to
put it another way, WHO is God for me?

Whether we realize it or not, the
answer to this first question colors
everything we do or say.

Second: What am | willing to give up to

h a n dlam thetpearl of great peict orthe
treasure in the field? In other words:
What stands in the way of a renewed
understanding of
action in my life?

God’' s |

Finally: What am | willing to do to
discover the hidden wisdom of St.
Francis? Words have consequences.
What am | willing to do to bring about
change in my life, my parish, and my
world?
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5SOSYOSSNI HiwnMT
Over $100.00 12[%20 14 6
$100.00 2 3/%$16-19 0
$76-99 0 |$15 29
$75 2 |$11-14 10
$51-74 5 |$10 123
$50 4 0|%$6-9 12
$26-49 39|%5 74
$25 under $5

Mass Attendance Votive Offerings

550SYOMINI HIOA MT Bread and Wine

People | In-Church Average
Collection Offering
per person

Intention Joseph & Sophie Pointek

4:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m. 89 951.55 10.70
90

2,689.86 15.55

Offered by Daughter, Geraldine

8:00 a.m. 1,533.00 17.04

-0-

Sanctuary Candle

11:00a.m. -0- -0-

Total 352 5174.41 Intention Joseph & Sophie Pointek Total
X $21-24 1 |Envelopes | 6 10
REMINDER: In order for our parish to used

remain solvent, the average weekly
offering per person MUST equal or be

greater than $15.00 consistently.

Offered by Daughter, Geraldine Is your gift to the parish each week an

honest reflection of
you?
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Safety Concerns in Worship Today
Thursday, January 25th

8:30 am to 10 am

Chamber Office

8 W. Broad Street, Mezzanine Level,
Downtown Hazleton

Everyone would be eligible for the chamber
member price of $10 pp

In light of recent violence and terrorist attacks,

this program will cover the issues surrounding
awareness and assessment of the physical space
and procedures affecting each place of worship.
The program will assist House Of Worship leaders
to improve security by learning how to determine
where your facility is vulnerable, then providing

an overview of conducting a basic security
survey, followed by a report outlining steps for
corrective action.

Refreshments will be provided.
Program presented by Dale Rothenberger of Zee
Medical

Reservations are required by
calling Leann at the Chamber office at
570.436.7960

Calvin and Hobbes

oe . Aff 21 (GSNA?Z

The Annual Respect

Life Mass , sponsored “The right to life

by the Wyoming Valley means allowing
Councils, Knights of people to LIVE and
Columbus, will be held not killing, allowing
at Saint Faustina them to GROW, to
Parish, Hanover Street, eat, fo be educat-
Nanticoke, Sunday, ed, to be HEALED,
January 14, 2018, at and to be permitted
the 11:00 am Mass. to die with DIGNITY."

The Knights Of Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio
Columbus, along with

Pro-Life Representatives, will offer prayer intentions during
the Mass for a greater respect of all Human Life and to end
abortion.

Father Nash, Pastor, warmly invites all to attend and to pray
for the most vulnerable of Human Lives, those with
disabilities, the ill, and the unborn.

PRO - LIFE MARCH, Washington DC January 19, 2017

Those wishing more
information concerning a local

Bus going to the March For
‘ Life in Washington, Friday,

January 19 ™, may contact

Christopher Calore,

SAVES LIVES  roreicniaive,aisro 24

5621.
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Season of Christmas

January 1 -8, 2018

Day and Date

Time

Intention

Offered by

Events

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God

Feast Day Mass For the Blessings of the PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
Monday . ~
s New Year on our Parish taoz2NJ
9:00 am L
and parishioners
Tuesday, January 2
St. Basil the Great and St. Gregory 8 am Emily Mulley Son, James 5:00 pm Choir
Nazianzus
Wednesday, January 3 8 am Joseph Strajewski Family
Holy Name of Jesus
Thursday, January 4 . . ) Noon Exposition
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 8 am Ann Marie Tarnoski Carol & John Sitar 5 pm Vespers
Friday, January 5 For the renewal of - FIRST FRIDAY
St. John Neumann 8am St. Andre Bessette Parish Parishioners 8 am Mass
First Friday 6 pm Confessions
7pm Men of the Sacred Heart MOTSH 6:30 pm Sacred Heart Devotions
7:00 pm Mass
Saturday, January 6 9 am MASS in honor of Our Parish
FEAST OF ST. ANDRE BESSETTE 9am For our parish t F NRAKA2 )fgerﬁSt. Andre Bessette
3:00 pm Confessions

Solemnity of the Epiphany

VIGIL 4:00 pm Robert Domanski Klemek Family
VIGIL 5:30 pm Parishioners Pastor
SUNDAY 8:00 am Anthony Dinoski Jr John & Debbie Dinoski
SUNDAY 11:00 am Joseph Ranchek Sister & Brother -in-Law

Blessing of Water, Chalk and
Incense for Home Blessings

9:15 am Faith Formation

Diocesan Clergy Collection
Dues Envelopes

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Monday, January 8

8 am

Fr. Jim Burdess

Fr. Ken

The celebration of this feast brings the
Christmas season to an end.

LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Monday, January 1, 2018 Solemnity of Mary, MothgdahGuoy &, 2018 Solemnity of the Epiphany
Server Lector EMOC Server Lector EMOC
. Mary Ann . . . . . . .
9 am AJ Kondracki Slavinski Maggie Benish 4:00 pm Maggie Benish Ann Bergold Maggie Benish
8 :%: ;‘%’; o . . . William
. : K 5:30 pm Michael Boris Pat Baran Klukoske
Nicholas Mary Ann
Saturday, January 6, 2018 Feast of St. Andrg¢ Be6satte . y AN John Benz
Kreidler Slavinski
Michael Boris . . . . . .
9 am Manusl Baez Jackie Barkus Tina Evans 11:00 am Patrice Rembish Sandy Snyder Elaine Snyder

W
)




