FOR OUR SPIRITUAIL LIFE

Don’t Just DISCERN Your Vocation

by Br. Gabriel T. Mosher OP
www. CatholicExchange.com

There's a cause for today’s
vocation shortage that's
rarely addressed. Too many
people are discerning; not
enough people are deciding. I
know they mean well, but
instead of courageously pursuing
the priesthood or religious life
they form safe communities
where they can muse on ideals
instead of act on principles.
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I call them the Order of
Perpetual Discerners. I'm not
questioning their piety. I
wouldn’t dream of impugning
their intentions. However, they
fundamentally misunderstand
how to discern God’s will. They
agonize over the call. They seek
spiritual directors and confidants
to emote about the vexing
feelings they’re experiencing.
The sad result is that they never
actually discern; they only
dream.

The narcissism pervading our
culture is a major cause of this
trend. We act as if it's a virtue.
Popular culture promotes it.
Popular Christian culture is
ensnared by it. It’s not surprising
that the modern obsession with
self-care was bound to cause
some problems. The philosophy
of Sgren Kierkegaard provides
intellectual soil for it. Personality
cults popularize it. Televangelists
and magazine rack mystics sell
it. Our contemporary culture has
been perfectly constructed to
cultivate narcissistic Christianity.
Combine the popular
psychologism preached in our
parishes with a society steeped
in postmodern despair and you
get exactly what we've got — a
simulacrum of the Corinthian
Christianity that St. Paul fought
against.

Common trends of vocational
discernment typify the Catholic
appropriation of this narcissism.
The problem isn't whether people
are or are not discerning. The
problem is people are stuck in
their heads. It's like they're
waiting for an infallible neon sign
from God. “Constantine got his in
hoc signo, so should I!” The truth

is, however, God doesn’t usually
operate that way. He’'s the
author of the ordinary, the
mundane. God reveals the
extraordinary only after we've
embraced the ordinary.

The scenario I'm describing is
ubiquitous. I frequently see it
among candidates inquiring into
my own Order. This narcissism is
why so many will “come and
see,” but so few will “stay to
pray.” They’ve gotten stuck in
the discernment trap and they
lack the tools to get out. They try
to get out by doing exactly what
our culture has taught them to
do. They look inward. Yet, by
doing this they’ll never find what
they’re seeking. Why? Because
the answer is found on the
outside not on the inside.
Thankfully, this sickness isn’t
unto death.

Technically the word discernment
is a good one. It describes the
ability to wisely chose one thing
over another. It's not simply the
ability to separate good from
bad. More specifically it’s the
ability to place all the good
things we encounter in a
hierarchical order from what's
good to what's best. Discernment
is essentially an intellectual
process of ordering perceived
goods. However, we can get
stuck in the process if we lack
critical information. When this
happens we become paralyzed
because all our possible choices
seem to be equally good. In this
scenario we become incapable of
discerning which vocation to
choose. This is the discernment
trap. The lacuna in our
knowledge is often the result of
asking the wrong question. We
usually ask ourselves which
vocation is better for me. Instead
we need to simply ask which
vocation is better.

ACTION
without VISION 4
is simply
PASSING TIME I

I can already hear objections and
outrage at what I just wrote.
That's because savvy readers
know what I'm about to say. The
best vocation is the one
immediately ordered to
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contemplation. The best vocation
is religious life. Moderns think
this statement is an insult to
married couples. They think it's
antiquated hogwash. After all,
didn’t the Second Vatican Council
do away with thinking of religious
life as objectively superior to
married life?

Well, not exactly. The Council
desired that we avoid minimizing
the dignity of Holy Matrimony.
Lord knows there’s been enough
of that! What, then, does it mean
for religious life to be objectively
superior to married life? It's

order. Wisely, he left a practical
guide to help us get out of the
discernment trap. Much of what
I'm saying is found in Question
189 in the “Secunda secundae”
of the Summa Theologiae. Each
article asks very practical
questions about religious
discernment. Each are real
questions from his day. Many of
them were surely his own
questions. Most of them are the
same questions we continue to
ask today. His conclusions are as
helpful today as when the ink
was still fresh. Tolle lege!

simply the consequence of
religious life being a more
perfect reflection of beatitude.
Married life is good but religious
life is better. The Second
Vatican Council affirms this
position when it calls religious

life an eschatological sign. It
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literally allows us to begin living
on earth what the saints
experience in heaven.

Probably most people reading
this article have never heard this
before now. That's because it's
never, or rarely, preached. But
it's also because we rarely
consider how God's love affects
our daily lives. What does this
mean? It means God desires our
highest good. This isn’t limited to
His desire that we get to heaven.
His love extends to all the
particular aspects of our life. God
wants the best for us at every
moment of our lives in every
possible way. When His love
intersects with vocational
discernment the ramifications are
clear. He desires that we
participate in the highest of form
of Christian life. God desires that
each of use enter religious life.

Once discernment is seen this
way everything changes. The
guestion is no longer about
whether God desires me to live
one way or another. No. I
already know that God desires
me to choose and possess the
greatest good. Knowing this the
process of discernment is no
longer about guessing what’s in
God’s mind. Discernment
becomes a question of whether
I'm capable of living religious life
or not.

St. Thomas Aquinas was no
stranger to the difficulties of
discernment. He also excelled at
placing things in their proper

The reality is, however, that you
can read about discernment until
your eyes fall out. There is a
simpler solution that Aquinas
would appreciate. Enter the
novitiate! Enter the seminary!
Among good things there is no
replacement for experiential
knowledge. The Church knows
this and has designed these
structures to help your
discernment. A pair of pants may
look nice on the rack, but you’ll
never know if they fit until you
try them on. And, if you already
know your size, what are you
waiting for. Buy the pants!
Entering the seminary or the
novitiate doesn't involve signing
a contract in your own blood.
They are trial periods for both
you and the community. They
are designed for you to “try on”
the community. If a community
doesn't fit, you can always put it
back on the rack.

Remember, you'll never discover
your vocation in your own head.
Stop over-thinking it! Follow the
example of our Blessed

Mother. When God calls,
answer. After you answer,
ponder. While you ponder it
follow Him wherever He leads
you. Be at peace. Abandon
yourself to God’s will and you will
undoubtedly save your own soul
and win the salvation of many
more. Make a choice and live it.



http://www.newadvent.org/summa/3189.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/summa/3189.htm

April 22, 2018 Fourth Sunday of Easter

ATTHEMCES

Our Annual Night at the Races is
scheduled for April 28, 2018.

TICKETS ARE ON SALE IN THE
VESTIBULE BEFORE AND AFTER
MASSES THIS WEEKEND.

CHECK OUT OUR BASKET RAFFLE
PRIZES! You can win

a Keurig coffee maker with 2 boxes of
coffee pods

An opportunity to win gift cards
totaling $400.00 or $220.

A crate of cheer

or

An opportunity to win it big in the
Pennsylvania Lottery!

Tickets are available in the vestibule.

Horse sale forms are available in the
vestibule or can be picked up at the
parish office.

The person who sells the most horses
will receive a bonus of $500.00.

As we prepare for this annual
fundraiser, here are a few ways you
can help:

1 Donate Water, soda, diet soda.

7 Sell horses (Forms are available in
the vestibule or at the parish
office.)

1 Sponsor a game for $25, $50, or
$100.

1 Volunteer to assist us during the
event. (Sign up on the sheet in the
vestibule.)

SET UP for the Night at the Races will take
place on Friday, April 27th beginning at 6
pm. Many hands make light work.

MINISTRY OF
O HOSPITALITY

Door

If you are
interested in
serving in this
ministry, please contact Sr. Madonna
at the parish office (570) 823-4988
ASAP so that we can schedule an
informational session.

1 ¢¢9b¢
['{{ h

Our Social Justice
Council will honor
our high school
graduates at the
weekend Masses of June 2nd and 3rd.
Invitations will be mailed to the
Graduates in May. If your son or
daughter is graduating from high school
this year, please contact Anna Hudock at
570-822-1926 with their name and
address before Monday, May 7th. We do
not want to inadvertently miss anyone!

The Paschal Triduum
may be over.....
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but there are still FIFTY
DAYS to spread EASTER
JOY...... So get busy!

Is getting to the cemetery to take care
of your family’s grave becoming harder
each year?

Call CHRIS CHOMAN of
CHOMAN'’S CEMETERY CARE

His services include steam cleaning of
headstone, manicuring the lawn around
the stone, mulching, flowering and
more! He offers one time, seasonal and
monthly packages. He also offers
military and veteran discounts.

He will watch over your loved ones
resting place for you!

You can contact Chris at
(570) 262-3109,
or Book your appointment online at
ChomanCares.com
or by e-mail at
ChomanCares@gmail.com.

FY| : This is a private company and not
affiliated with the parish or the
cemetery.

IN THE PARISH

Helpful Information

Join the Parish

Anyone wishing to register for
membership in the parish is asked
to fill out a registration form and
drop it in the collection basket.

Request Prayers

Our INTERCESSORY PRAYER
MINISTRY provides prayer for
anyone in need throughout the
parish. Contact MARY ANN MAGDA
at 570-655-1218 or make your
intention known on our parish
website at
www.standrebessettewb.com

Remember your Parish

Your parish serves you faithfully
throughout your life. Please
remember your parish with a
memorial gift or a Bequest in your
will. Make a return to the Lord for
all the good He has done for you.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATIONS

Anointing of the Sick

The Sacrament of the Anointing of
the Sick may take place at any
time, but, sadly, too many families
wait until the last minute to call the
priest to anoint their loved ones. If
someone in your family is seriously
ill, preparing for surgery, or
suffering a prolonged illness, please
contact the parish office to arrange
a time for Fr. Ken to visit.

IN THE CASE OF AN
EMERGENCY—or if Fr. Ken is
unavailable to visit immediately, we
will contact the first available priest
to celebrate the Sacrament of
Anointing with your loved one.

Funeral Preparations

We collaborate with the local funeral
directors in arranging the times of
the funerals. Please be aware that
there is an additional fee for
funerals on Saturdays imposed by
most cemeteries in the area.

Baptismal Preparations

Parents of newly born infants may
call the parish office to arrange a
time for the Baptism of their child.
Baptisms are celebrated, for the
most part, on any Sunday, with the
exception of the season of Lent.

Wedding Preparations

Couples contemplating Marriage are
asked to contact the parish office at
least one year prior to the
contemplated date of marriage,
before making other plans.



THE LITURGY

It can be lonely living by oneself in a small
town, as I do. But I can always go to Wal-
Mart and know that I will be met at the
door by a smiling employee who will greet
me with *Welcome to Wal-Mart” and give
me a shopping cart and a flier with today’s
specials. If only I could be so lucky at
church! How many times have I gone to
Sunday Mass and opened the church door
to find myself in a dark vestibule, greeted
only by lost gloves, mismatched galoshes
and a stack of collection baskets.

Thanks be to God, this is no longer the
case in most Catholic parishes. Today we
are greeted at the door by ministers of
hospitality, who welcome us into the
Eucharistic assembly. But it was not too
many years ago when, if you found
yourself greeted at the church door by a
minister of hospitality, you knew you were
in a Protestant church.

The minister of hospitality (or greeter)
is a relatively new role for Catholics. Pre-
Vatican II editions of the Roman Missal
contain no mention of lay greeters. The
words hospitality and greeter are not
found in the"Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy.” The General Instruction of the
Roman Missal lists among the liturgical
ministers “those who, in some places,
meet the faithful at the church entrance,
lead them to appropriate places, and
direct processions,” but no name is given
to this ministry, nor is it described in any
further detail. The current edition of the
General Instruction mentions this ministry
at the very end of the list of liturgical
ministries, following “those who take up
the collection in church.”

The Introduction to the Order of Mass,
published last year by the U.S. Bishops’
Committee on the Liturgy as a pastoral
resource to aid in the implementation of
the General Instruction, quotes St. Paul’s
instruction to the Romans to “welcome one
another as Christ has welcomed
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The Ministry of Hospitality - Part 1

by Thomas Richstatter
www.AmericaMagazine.com

you” (Rom 15:7). It then assigns to the
ushers the task of “welcoming people at
the door, providing them with all
necessary books and aids, and helping
them find their places.”

Those entrusted with the task of preparing
Catholics to exercise the various ministries
at Sunday Eucharist might argue that
greeters and ushers are distinct ministries.
Or perhaps those who have traditionally
served as ushers—taking up the collection
and counting the money—need additional
formation to serve as ministers of
hospitality.

How does one prepare for this ministry?
Can hospitality be learned? Does one take
a course for greeters at Wal-Mart?
Obviously, there are certain facts and
skills that can be easily learned: when to
arrive, what to do if someone becomes ill,
where the bulletins are kept and the like.

It is more difficult to develop a sense of
this ministry. All the various liturgical
ministers must work together for a
common goal. One minister does not seat
people while another minister is
proclaiming the Scriptures. Assisting with
the Communion procession is different
from simply directing traffic.

More difficult yet is teaching the deeper
issues: Why are we doing this in the first
place? What purpose does welcoming
serve? Why do we feel we need this
ministry now, when we got by for so many
years without it?

Perhaps one reason Catholics did not feel
the need to welcome people coming to
Sunday Mass was that we had been taught
we “had to go.” Inviting Catholics to
Sunday Mass was simply unnecessary—
like the U.S. Government “inviting” you to
pay income tax; you do it or else! For
some, obligation may still be the primary
motivation for attending Mass. After
publishing an article on *“Why I Go to
Mass,” I received a letter informing me
that “the reasons given in the article are
all right, I guess; but you didn’t mention
the main reason we go to Mass. We'll rot
in hell if we don’t!”

Today we have to do more than threaten;
we have to invite and welcome. The U.S.
bishops, in their Message to Young Adults
in 1995,state: “We acknowledge the pain
many of you speak of in feeling
unwelcome and alone—strangers in the
house of God.” The bishops apologize for
past failures to extend hospitality and
express their hope that in the future,
“anyone who enters a Catholic church for

Mass, or at any other time, will feel
comfortable and welcome.”

Welcoming and hospitality become
important whenever we need to do
something together. But Mass was
something we once did alone. Only
recently have we come to understand the
Eucharist as a communal act. During my
high school and college years, I went to
Mass “to pray.” I said my prayers and the
priest said his. I was “talking to God”
about my life and my concerns; the priest
was “saying Mass.” I prayed quietly in
English; the priest prayed in Latin. If there
were other people in church at the same
time—five or 500—they did not concern
me; they said their prayers and I said
mine.

I believe this is still the experience of
many Catholics. The Mass is not yet
perceived to be something that we do
together. A few years ago, during the
question period following a presentation I
gave on the “new” liturgy, a gentleman
asked me: “Father, why do I have to turn
and shake hands and give that ‘kiss of
peace’ before Holy Communion? It's a
terrible distraction. I don't know those
people. And the ones I know, I don't even
like.”

It has been 40 years since the Second
Vatican Council wrote: “Liturgical services
are not private functions, but are
celebrations of the Church...liturgical
services pertain to the whole body of the
Church” (“Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy,” No. 26). This was a revolutionary
insight. It changes everything. Mass is not
a private devotion. We, as church, are
doing something together. And the priest
is not doing “his thing” up front, far away;
he is presiding, coordinating and leading
the community.

Changing people’s understanding of Mass
from a private prayer to a communal act is
made more difficult by the fact that as
Americans we tend to think of “religion” as
something private and individual. Charles
Lippy, in his study of popular religiosity in
the United States, Being Religious
American Style (1994), concludes: “Being
religious, American style, is to share in
that dynamic, but highly personal and
ultimately very private enterprise of
endowing one’s own life with meaning.”
Sunday Mass, for many Catholics,
continues to be a “highly personal and
ultimately very private enterprise.” This
makes hospitality and welcoming both
more difficult and all the more necessary.
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The Season of Easter

Weekend of 4 pm Vigil Mass with Weekend of |4 pm Vigil Mass
April 21-22 Anointing April 28-29 5:30 pm Vigil Mas
Fourth Sunday | 5:30 pm Vigil Mass Fifth Sunday |8:00 am Mass
of Easter 8:00 am Mass of Easter 9:15 am Faith Formation
9:15 am Faith Formation 11:00 am Mass
11:00 am Mass
COLLECTION for SOCIAL
HOME MISSIONS JUSTICE COUNCIL
Collection
Monday Monday, 6:30 pm DEVELOPMENT
April 23 April 30
Tuesday 8 am Mass Tuesday, 8 am Mass
April 24 5:30 pm Choir May 1 5:30 pm Choir
Wednesday 2nd Anni ver s|Wednesdayy, |8 am Mass
April 25 and Lady’ s aMay2
pari sh
8 am Mass
Thursday 8:00 am Mass Thursday, 8:00 am Mass
April 26 Noon Exposition May 3 Noon Exposition
5 pm Vespers 5 pm Vespers
6:30 pm Pastoral Council
Friday 8 am Mass Friday, 8 am Mass
Aprll 27 6 pm Prep folMa4 6 pm Confessio
6: 30 pm Sacred
7: 00 pm Mass
Saturday 3 pm Conf es s |Saturday, 3 pm Confessio
April 28 c LY bAa3kd +[MayS

BABY BOTTLE PROJECT

The Pennsylvanians for

Social Justice Council

Activities
MOTHER'’S DAY
CARNATION SALE

Human Life promotes the

sanctity of human life
and we support their

efforts by participating in

the BABY BOTTLE

PROJECT.

1. Simply take a Baby
Bottle,

2. Fill it with loose
change

3. And return it to the
Basket which will be
located near the
Blessed Mother’s
Statue throughout
the Month of May.

Such a Simple Donation

helps to support the

work of Pennsylvanians
for Human Life.

A long-time tradition in
many parishes
throughout the Diocese
is the Annual Carnation
Sale.

For the donation of a
dollar, you will receive a
carnation (red for living,
white for deceased) in
honor of your Mother.

You may take this
carnation with you, or
place it in the vases
provided. These flowers
will be placed near the
Blessed Mother Statue.

ST. JOSEPH’s BABY
PANTRY

This ministry provides
expectant mothers with a
New Blessing Bag which
contains items for
newborns. It also
provides necessary items
and baby supplies for
needy families.

Next Weekend’s bulletin
will have a list of popular
items that are always in

PARISH MINISTRIES

N S

't

ADMINISTRATIVIE

COUNCILS

The Pastoral Council will meet
on Thursday, April 26 at 6:30
pm in the Fr. Murgas Conference
Room.

The Liturgical Council will meet
on Wednesday, May 2 at 6:30
p.m. in the Fr. Murgas
Conference Room.

The Parish Social Justice
Council will meet Thursday, May
10 at 6:00 p.m. in the Fr. Murgas
Conference Room

The Finance Council will meet
on Thursday, May 17 at 6:30
p.m. in the Fr. Murgas
Conference Room. All members
of the Finance Council are asked
to plan to attend.

FAITH SHARING
he Jg rn9e¥]with

harers
e %hfisﬁ wi(:lz osemar
Shedlock will meet on Sunday,

April 22nd at 2:00 pm in the
home of Elaine Snyder.

St. Andre’s Faith Seekers with
Michael Boris will meet at 6 pm
on Monday May 7th in the Fr.
Murgas Meeting Room of the
Parish Office.

Disciples of the Spirit of Jesus
with Sr. Madonna will meet on
Saturday, May 19 at 10:30 am
in the Fr. Murgas Meeting Room
of the Parish office. There is still
room in this group for anyone
who might be interested.

PARISH COMMITTEES

The Young at Heart Committee
will meet for their next monthly
meeting on Tuesday May 15th
at 1 pm in the Fr. Murgas
conference Room. Please note
change in day.

The Development Committee
will meet on Monday, April 30 at
6:30 pm in the Lower Meeting
Room of the Parish Office.

demand at the Baby
Pantry. Simply purchase
one or several of these
items and deposit it in
the box in the vestibule.
Your donations are
greatly appreciated and
needed.

sz | oaves & Fishes

Food for April
Coffee
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ON THE CALL

TO HOLI

NESS | N T

FOR YOU TOO

14. To be holy does not require being a bishop,
a priest or a religious. We are frequently
tempted to think that holiness is only for those
who can withdraw from ordinary affairs to
spend much time in prayer. That is not the
case. We are all called to be holy by living our
lives with love and by bearing witness in
everything we do, wherever we find ourselves.
Are you called to the consecrated life? Be holy
by living out your commitment with joy. Are
you married? Be holy by loving and caring for
your husband or wife, as Christ does for the
Church. Do you work for a living? Be holy by
labouring with integrity and skill in the service
of your brothers and sisters. Are you a parent
or grandparent? Be holy by patiently teaching
the little ones how to follow Jesus. Are you in a
position of authority? Be holy by working for
the common good and renouncing personal

gain.[14

15. Let the grace of your baptism bear fruit in a
path of holiness. Let everything be open to
God; turn to him in every situation. Do not be
dismayed, for the power of the Holy Spirit
enables you to do this, and holiness, in the
end, is the fruit of the Holy Spirit in your life
(cf. Gal 5:22-23). When you feel the
temptation to dwell on your own weakness,
raise your eyes to Christ crucified and say:
“Lord, I am a poor sinner, but you can work the
miracle of making me a little bit better”. In the
Church, holy yet made up of sinners, you will
find everything you need to grow towards
holiness. The Lord has bestowed on the Church
the gifts of scripture, the sacraments, holy
places, living communities, the witness of the
saints and a multifaceted beauty that proceeds
from God’s love, “like a bride bedecked with
jewels” (Is 61:10).

16. This holiness to which the Lord calls you
will grow through small gestures. Here is an
example: a woman goes shopping, she meets a
neighbour and they begin to speak, and the
gossip starts. But she says in her heart: “No, I
will not speak badly of anyone”. This is a step
forward in holiness. Later, at home, one of her
children wants to talk to her about his hopes
and dreams, and even though she is tired, she
sits down and listens with patience and love.
That is another sacrifice that brings holiness.
Later she experiences some anxiety, but
recalling the love of the Virgin Mary, she takes
her rosary and prays with faith. Yet another
path of holiness. Later still, she goes out onto
the street, encounters a poor person and stops
to say a kind word to him. One more step.

17. At times, life presents great challenges.
Through them, the Lord calls us anew to a
conversion that can make his grace more
evident in our lives, “in order that we may
share his holiness” (Heb 12:10). At other
times, we need only find a more perfect way of
doing what we are already doing: “There are
inspirations that tend solely to perfect in an
extraordinary way the ordinary things we do in
life”.[15] When Cardinal Frangois-Xavier

Nguyén van Thuan was imprisoned, he refused
to waste time waiting for the day he would be
set free. Instead, he chose “to live the present
moment, filling it to the brim with love”. He

decided: "I will seize the occasions that present

themselves every day; I will accomplish
ordinary actions in an extraordinary way”.[16

18. In this way, led by God’s grace, we shape
by many small gestures the holiness God has
willed for us, not as men and women sufficient
unto ourselves but rather “as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God” (1 Pet 4:10). The
New Zealand bishops rightly teach us that we
are capable of loving with the Lord’s
unconditional love, because the risen Lord
shares his powerful life with our fragile lives:
“His love set no limits and, once given, was
never taken back. It was unconditional and
remained faithful. To love like that is not easy
because we are often so weak. But just to try
to love as Christ loved us shows that Christ
shares his own risen life with us. In this way,

our lives demonstrate his power at work — even

in the midst of human weakness”.[17
YOUR MISSION IN CHRIST

19. A Christian cannot think of his or her
mission on earth without seeing it as a path of
holiness, for “this is the will of God, your
sanctification” (1 Thess 4:3). Each saintis a
mission, planned by the Father to reflect and
embody, at a specific moment in history, a
certain aspect of the Gospel.

20. That mission has its fullest meaning in
Christ, and can only be understood through
him. At its core, holiness is experiencing, in
union with Christ, the mysteries of his life. It

consists in uniting ourselves to the Lord’s death

and resurrection in a unique and personal way,
constantly dying and rising anew with him. But
it can also entail reproducing in our own lives

various aspects of Jesus’ earthly life: his hidden

life, his life in community, his closeness to the

outcast, his poverty and other ways in which he

showed his self-sacrificing love. The
contemplation of these mysteries, as Saint
Ignatius of Loyola pointed out, leads us to
incarnate them in our choices and attitudes.
[18] Because “everything in Jesus’ life was a
sign of his mystery”,[19] “Christ’s whole life is
a revelation of the Father”,[20] “Christ’s whole
life is @ mystery of redemption”,[21] “Christ’s
whole life is @ mystery of recapitulation”.[22]
“Christ enables us to live in him all that he
himself lived, and he lives it in us”.[23]

21. The Father’s plan is Christ, and ourselves in
him. In the end, it is Christ who loves in us, for

“holiness is nothing other than charity lived to
the full”.[24] As a result, “the measure of our
holiness stems from the stature that Christ

achieves in us, to the extent that, by the power

of the Holy Spirit, we model our whole life on
his”.[25] Every saint is a message which the

Holy Spirit takes from the riches of Jesus Christ

and gives to his people.

22. To recognize the word that the Lord wishes

to speak to us through one of his saints, we do

not need to get caught up in details, for there
we might also encounter mistakes and failures.
Not everything a saint says is completely
faithful to the Gospel; not everything he or she
does is authentic or perfect. What we need to
contemplate is the totality of their life, their
entire journey of growth in holiness, the
reflection of Jesus Christ that emerges when
we grasp their overall meaning as a person.

[26]

23. This is a powerful summons to all of us.
You too need to see the entirety of your life as
a mission. Try to do so by listening to God in
prayer and recognizing the signs that he gives
you. Always ask the Spirit what Jesus expects
from you at every moment of your life and in
every decision you must make, so as to discern
its place in the mission you have received.
Allow the Spirit to forge in you the personal
mystery that can reflect Jesus Christ in today’s
world.

24. May you come to realize what that word is,
the message of Jesus that God wants to speak
to the world by your life. Let yourself be
transformed. Let yourself be renewed by the
Spirit, so that this can happen, lest you fail in
your precious mission. The Lord will bring it to
fulfilment despite your mistakes and missteps,
provided that you do not abandon the path of
love but remain ever open to his supernatural
grace, which purifies and enlightens.
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On Discernment: Three Key Question

by Fr. Michael Hines

http://www.visitationmonasteryminneapolis.org

FIRST QUESTION:
What Gives you Joy?
What is the Source of Your Joy?

What's the Difference Between Joy and
Happiness? It's not a matter of whether
this makes you happy or not because
happiness is affected by many external
factors (sleep, illness, hunger,
loneliness, etc.). Happiness changes
from moment to moment, day to day.
Joy, on the other hand, is much deeper
and much more central, it comes from
within, and it’s a genuine rightness of
how one lives one’s life.

Definition: Joy
- the sense of the rightness of the
way in which one is living one’s life.

We are not talking about satisfaction
either—this can detract from joy. St.
Augustine once said, “A human being is
one whose heart is restless until it rests
in God.” For example, Himes asks, “Is
being a priest a joyful way of living
life?” Augustine also noted,
“Dissatisfaction (restlessness) is not a
bad thing...indeed it’s the best thing
about us.” It’s what constantly moves
us forward, makes us grow, expands
our horizons, and deepens our
perceptions. It's a very healthy, a very
important, and a very valuable thing!

The 20th Century poet Marianne Moore
claims, “Satisfaction is a lowly thing.
How pure a thing is joy.” Contentment
is an obstacle. Joy always pushes us
forward. It's a impulsion, a pressure to
move forward, to do more (think
Magis), to expend oneself more deeply,
more richly, to open ones talents even
more widely than one had before.

Again, the first question is, "What gives
you joy? What is the source of your
joy?” This is a question that you must

answer. And yes, you may consult
others; you may invite them to help
you discern what is important to you
(e.g., parents, teachers, counselors,
etc.). Finally, no one but you can say
this is my joy. You must discover this
for yourself!

What have you discovered about
yourself to this point? One of the best
ways to get into the way a person
thinks (e.g., a philosopher, a scientist,
an artist, etc.) is to ask the questions,
“What are your obsessions? What are
the things you can't leave alone?”
Questions, concerns, issues that you
return to over and over again because
they fascinate you, they excite you,
they really intrigue you, they lure you
on, they get you to ask more and more
questions. What are your obsessions?
Where do you ask more and more
questions? This is a very good
indication that this is where your joy
lies! Spend your life in this way. The
most important thing you can do in
your life is to come to a point where
you can say that, “this is a genuine joy
for me!” This joy may lead you in
many, many directions, and it may lead
you to further questions.

There is no point where you can say,
“The issue of my calling is settled.”
Vocations lead to vocations! It may
raise other questions, and there’s no
point where you can say that, “I do not
have to ask any more questions.” The
only time your vocation is settled is
when you are settled (six feet under
that is!). Look for the ways joy leads
you forward. Look at the ways joy leads
you on to other questions.

No one else can answer the question
for you. They may be able to help you
frame the question. In framing the
question, one begins the process of
answering it.

By all means consult others (e.g., your
friend may say to you, “The times I see
you most energized are when you are
doing 'x’ or 'y’ or when you talk about
x" or'‘y’), but remember, only you can
finally say, "This is a genuine source of
joy in my life!”

Happiness is distinct, but it's not about
life. Joy is the delight one takes in
being dissatisfied. It is the deep delight

that one feels in being called to
something still before you—to a new
decision and to a new way of living.
Overall, we must answer the question,
“Is this a source of joy for me?”

SECOND QUESTION:

Is this vocation / this role / this
profession / this way of life that
you are considering something you
are good at?

Does it allow you to tap your talents? Is
it going to lead you to expand your
abilities? Is it going to lead you to be
ever more creative in the course of
your life? This can only be determined
by other people (e.g., I might have a
great delight in being a brain surgeon
and chopping off the tops of people’s
heads! However, everyone I operate on
ends up dead). Are you successful at it?
Are you good at it? Other people have
to tell us that! Other people help us
discern whether or not we are good at
what we do. This is enormously
important because often we are not the
best judges of what our talents and
abilities are. Often, you do not realize
that what you are good at is a service
to others.

The things we are most comfortable at
and the things we are most natural at
are often our vocations (e.g., a great
pianist doesn’t think the music they
just played was extraordinary!). They
simply do not realize that they are
really quite remarkable. Only others
can reflect back to us what we do and
how well we do it. It's so important to
let other people review our talents with
us. The humility to hear what we are
good at and the humility to hear what
we are not good at is an enormously
important virtue regarding this
vocational question. If joy is the quality



to look for in answering the first
question, then the need for a genuinely
humble openness to other people’s
directions and suggestions is central to
answering this question.

Look for the task that will continue to
stretch you. That’s all important in
discerning that really vital vocation in
one’s life. Are you continuing to grow?
To help us discern what our talents and
gifts are, we need a circle of friends
(parents, teachers, coaches, etc.). The
fostering of a community of friends who
can be honest with us and whom we
can genuinely hear, before whom and

with whom we can be open and humble.

That circle of friends is crucial to
vocational discernment. What are you
good at? Where are your talents? How
might you still grow?

THIRD QUESTION:
Does anybody need you to do it?

What does the community of people in
which you live really need from your
talents? Is the role you are considering
a self-gift, a way of serving others? If
no one else needs my gift, even though
it may be a sense of happiness and joy
to me, even though it may be
something I am good at, it's not my
vocation (e.g., I may be an
extraordinary shepherd, but the
community I live in—the city of 'x'—
does not need a shepherd). It needs to
respond to the needs of the community
in which you live—where you find
yourself.

The central issue in being a human
being, and therefore in being a
Christian, is what the New Testament
calls Agape - a very particular form of
love, a love which is self-gift, a way of
giving oneself away to the “other.”

It's the center of a Christian life and the
center of being a human being. I'm
convinced that when asking, “What I
can do with my life?” ask [in addition],
“How can I best give myself to the
people around me?” The people whom
we are serving must answer this

question. We must hear from the people
around us what they really need. What
is it that they want us to do?

Once we know that this is a source of
joy, once we know that this is
something I have talents and abilities to
perform, and I think that those talents
and abilities will be stretched and
expanded for the rest of my life in doing
this work...

Is it something that people around us
really need us to do? Does the
community call us to this work? This is
absolutely central in our consideration.
All too often, we raise questions about
vocational discernment as if everything
depends on what I want and what I love
when in fact, at least as important
perhaps more important in making a
good vocational decision is what do the
people around me need? What is it that
the community requires, that I am able
to supply? We need to be able to listen
to others about their needs.

St. Thomas Aquinas says the crown and
summit of the whole of ethical life is
what he calls caritas (charity), what the
New Testament describes as agape (self
-gift). Aquinas means all the other
virtues play into caritas (self-gift).

Two key virtues are crucial to give
oneself away: wisdom and courage.
Wisdom is more than knowledge and
wisdom preeminently knows that the
other is other.

Many of us live our lives as if our lives
were a star in a motion picture movie in
which we have the lead role—everyone
else plays a supporting role. For
example, “Himes the movie!” Other
people have a role in my film, my life.
Yet, we need to see others as other
people!—not to project on them what
we would like if we were in their shoes
because we are not in their shoes.

Definition: Courage- enables us to risk
giving ourselves to people who may not
always appreciate the gift There’s
nothing more devastating that being an
unrequited lover—one who extends
himself or herself for others and is not
appreciated. We have to be willing to
hear what others need and to give
ourselves in response even when our
attempt to respond may not be
appreciated. Wisdom and courage are
absolutely necessary in living a
genuinely agapic life.

Have you discerned what the people
around you really, most deeply require?
And have you got the courage to
respond to that need? It may be I have
discovered my joy. It may be I know
what my abilities are.

Now ask, what do the people around me
need? hope for? and desire? What is our
deepest and most fundamental
vocation? We all have multiple vocations
(e.g., I [Himes] am a priest, an
academic, a teacher, a writer, a friend,
an uncle, a brother, a citizen, etc.
Private, public, professional).

One vocation embraces all our other
vocations: to be a human being. We are
called to be as intelligent, as
responsible, as free, as courageous, and
as imaginative, as loving as we can
possibly be! All of my other vocations,
all of the many ways in which I live my
life, must contribute to that one all
embracing demand, that one constant
vocation to be fully, totally, absolutely
as human as I can possibly be. One way
into that is to ask the questions:

1) What gives you joy?
2) What are you really good at?

3) What do the people around you really
need?




My Discernment

Bishop Bambera during interview for priestly formation
program: “What are you most excited about and most
nervous about going into the seminary?”

Me: “To be honest, the answer is the same for both of
your questions...leaving home.”

I offer to you this short exchange between Bishop
Bambera and myself during my interview process
because it highlights well my journey towards my
decision to seek acceptance into the Priestly Formation
Program for the Diocese of Scranton. Timid, anxious,
afraid, unwilling, discomforted; these are just a few
words to describe how I felt when I was first invited to
consider priestly ministry. But, while God’s graces
and invitations challenge us to grow beyond what we
thought was our potential, so too the Good Shepherd
is always there to lead us. Whenever I am asked to
offer a reflection on my story, I usually commit to
discussing two main points: First, my high school view
of reality and, second, the realization of the new and
better reality that encompasses myself, others, and
God as I moved into college.

What was my perception of reality in high school? The
simple answer; “not much.” I was very much
concerned with pursuing a career or passion that I
could call my own. I wanted to be the best of the best
at whatever it was (i.e. Basketball player, car
mechanic, cook, etc.). Mind you, these can be very
necessary professions which one can have a passion
for doing. However, they were not my passion. They
were not my vocation. They were not ways in which
God was asking me to partake in His reign.

What was my perception of reality as I moved into
college? The simple answer; “much more!” After
being invited to consider a priestly vocation, I sought
to “try it out” almost like I did in high

school. However, the difference was what I now
prioritized. I gave more attention to God in a more
focused prayer life, experience of the sacraments,
conversations with others discerning, retreats, and
much more. I gave more attention to the poor and
suffering in my midst by getting involved in service
trips with King’s College or simply having more sincere
conversations. I even gave better attention to myself
through intellectual pursuits in theology and
philosophy, which I can now say are some of my true
passions. Reality was opening up to me. Discernment
of the priesthood became more than just a
consideration. Through intimacy with God,
conversations with others about my struggles and
concerns, and pushing myself to step outside my
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comfort zone, I was able to better know the next step
God was asking me to take. So, I applied to the
Diocese of Scranton to enter seminary.

The anxiety and discomfort arising within me as I
realized what would be asked of me in a priestly
vocation was subtly and quietly being calmed by God'’s
grace. As Father Don Williams, the vocation director
for the Diocese always says, “"Michael, you are moving
from fear to faith”. Indeed, I was. Through the
experience of a more authentic sense of self, a self-
less image of others, and a soulful relationship with
God, I was able to have the confidence to say, “Yes”.

Having all these experiences in my past, led me to
responding to the Bishop in the way mentioned in the
above quote. The challenges are still

present. However, the call is more compelling and
real than ever. I could confidently say that when I
was discussing my story with the interview team and
the Bishop I was a changed man; no longer being
driven by fear or self-interest, but rather being drawn
towards the very will of God Himself. Yet, as always,
there remains the potential for growth. And only by
God’s grace will I be able to continue to do so. Am 1
still nervous to leave home? Of course! But, my new
passion for myself, others, and God drives me
forward.

Michael Boris




IN THE DIOCESE

To Commemorate the Founding
of the Diocese of Scranton on
March 3rd, 1868, a year-long
series of special liturgies,
celebration and events will begin
next month on the First Sunday of
Advent (Dec. 3, 2017) and conclude
on the Feast of Christ the King
(November 25, 2018). The Primary
Commemoration of our
Sesquicentennial Year will be
marked with a major liturgical
celebration in Scranton at the
Cathedral of St. Peter and also at
every parish throughout the Diocese

on the Weekend of March 4th, 2018.

Other events have been scheduled
throughout the 11 counties of the
Diocese to highlight various
churches, institutions, and sites of
historical significance.

Notice Regarding the Sexual
Abuse of A Minor

It is the policy of the Diocese of
Scranton to report any allegation
of sexual abuse of a minor to law
enforcement. If you are a victim of
sexual abuse, you are encouraged
to immediately report the matter
to law enforcement. If any priest,
deacon, religious, lay employee or
volunteer of the Diocese of
Scranton has cause or reason to
suspect that a minor has been
subjected to any form of abuse,
including child sexual abuse, the
matter will be reported to law
enforcement. In accordance with
the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s Child Protective
Services Law, reports of suspected
child abuse should also be made
immediately by phone to the 24
hour Child Abuse Hotline
(ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or
electronically at
www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis. It
is also the policy of the Diocese to
adhere to all civil and state
regulations. To this end, the
Diocese is equally committed to
adhering to the norms of the Code
of Canon Law and to upholding the
tenets of the USCCB Charter for
the Protection of Children and
Young People, which includes
supporting victims of sexual abuse
in their pursuit of emotional and
spiritual well-being. As such,
information regarding an allegation
of sexual abuse of a minor should
also be reported to the Victim
Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth
Pacuska at 570-862-7551 or to
Diocesan Officials, including the
Vicar General, Msgr. Thomas M.
Muldowney, V.G. at 570-207-
2269.

REFRESH YOUR FAITH
First Annual Catholic Women'’s
Conference

Saturday, June 23, 2018
8 am—4 pm
Byron Complex
University of Scranton

Featuring:

Judy Landrieu Klein: Faith Through it All
Fr. Richard McAlear: Ministry of Hope and
Healing
Music by “His Own”

Mass celebrated by
Bishop Joseph Bambera

For information or to register:
Contact the Office for Parish Life

at 570-207-2213

or ONLINE at dioceseofscranton.org/
catholicwomen’sconference

Co sponsored by the Diocese of Scranton
and Attus for Women: Growing in Faith
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Do You Want to Know More About the
Annulment Process?:

In the Diocese of Scranton, the annulment
process is now more “user friendly” than you
might expect, and there is no longer a processing
fee.

Please contact your pastor or the Diocesan
Tribunal Office (570-207-2246) to begin a
conversation.

It is possible to get clear answers to these
guestions and to renew your connection with the
Church.

National Association
of Pastoral Musicians
Scranton Chapter

Bus Trip to National Convention
Baltimore, Maryland
July 9 — 13, 2018

The NPM National Convention features
keynote presentations and concerts from
renown speakers and liturgical musicians,
and offers clinics, exhibits, vendors and
workshops for choir members, cantors,
organists, keyboardists and other parish
musicians and liturgical coordinators.

Bus will leave Scranton Sunday, July 8 at 3
pm and Wilkes-Barre at 4 pm

The Bus will leave Baltimore on Friday, July
13 at 1:00 pm

Cost for the bus is $85.00 per
person and does not include
Convention Registration or hotel
accommodations. These must be
booked separately prior to departure.
To reserve your seat on the bus,
contact

DAVE BALOGA at 570-207-2213, ext.
1158.

Seating is limited
so make your
reservation as
soon as possible.

For more
information on the
Convention itself,
visit the NPM
website at
npm.org.

¢
7WYD

PANAMA2079

2 2 NF R 2dzi K 5F & H
Worl d
City,
2019.

Yout h
Panama -27 om
Worl d Youth
from St John Pau
Cat holics of the
three years in a
cul tur e. The Worl
gat her millions,
young Catholics,
brothers and si st

The Di
t wo se
young
young

of Sc
pilg

ocese
par at e
aduBbs &afey
adult you m
interested in | ea
Worl d Youth
Shannon Kowal ski,
Youth & Young Adu
202213 x115Sh aonkn oen
Kowal ski @di oce.seo

Day wji

Day Piji

O« =
A (Y =

=]
(N M N  f =


mailto:Shannon-Kowalski@dioceseofscranton.org
mailto:Shannon-Kowalski@dioceseofscranton.org

April 22, 2018 Fourth Sunday of Easter

STEWARIDSHIIP

St. Franecis of Assisi and Church Renewal

Lessons from the Life of St. Francis
by Msgr. Charles Pope

Many fine histories exist on the life of St.
Francis of Assisi so there is no need to
replicate that information in this post. (Here
is a recently published one that is
particularly good.) As we prepare for the
Memorial of St. Francis of Assisi (Oct. 4),
let’s reflect on a few lessons from his life.

1. On the possibility of radical
conversion and the role of affliction and
humiliation - The son of a successful cloth
merchant, St. Francis enjoyed a very
affluent, easy life growing up and partook of
the permissiveness of the times. He was a
natural leader and drew to himself a crowd
of young people who spent their nights in
wild parties. His biographer, Thomas of
Celano, wrote this of him: “He attracted to
himself a whole retinue of young people
addicted to evil and accustomed to vice.”
Francis had visions of grandeur and became
a knight. Perhaps the horrors of battle and a
year as a prisoner of war began a gradual
conversion in him. The Fourth Crusade was
called in 1205 and Francis impulsively
bought new armor and sallied forth. He
turned back, however, perhaps as a result
of his own anxiety, and more surely due to
a vision he had in which God rebuked his
manner of life. When he returned home,
Francis was derided as a coward and
suffered the great anger of his father.

This crisis in Francis’ life ultimately led to
his conversion—and a dramatic one at that.
The Book of Psalms says, Before I was
afflicted I strayed. But now I have kept your
word, O Lord (Psalms 119:67). We all know
people whose conversion seems unlikely,
but God may yet humble them and draw
them to conversion. Further, we ought
never to underestimate the fact that
affliction and humiliation may be necessary
components of conversion for many of us.
At times we may feel as though God has
abandoned us or others whom we love. In
fact, He may be doing some very important
work. Our greatest enemy is pride and our
best friend is humility. Humility and
affliction may be gifts in strange packages.
Learn to trust in God’s ways, painful though
they may sometimes be. God may be
drawing us to deeper conversion.

2. On the freedom of poverty and
simplicity - Francis and his early
companions embraced a life of radical
poverty. So severe was this poverty that
some thought them mad and rebuked them
as irrational. To this, St. Francis responded,
If we had any possessions we should need
weapons and laws to defend them. One
hagiographer wrote, Possessing something
was the death of love for Francis. Also,
Francis reasoned, what could you do to a
man who owns nothing? You can't starve a
fasting man, you can’t steal from someone

who has no money, you can't ruin someone
who hates prestige. They were truly free
[1]. Not all of us may be able to embrace
such severe poverty due to our obligations
to others. More and more, though, we ought
to experience a growing simplicity of life
that frees us from the power of this world.
Poverty and simplicity are powerful and
fruitful gifts of God. They, too, are gifts in
strange packages. If we can learn to
embrace them, we will discover greater
freedom.

3. On the Love of God’s Church and how
reform is best accomplished - During St.
Francis’ lifetime the Church was in need of
reform. Greed, worldliness, and scandal
were problems among both the clergy and
laity. Heresies were abundant. Some, noting
sin in the Church, chose to hate the Church
and leave her. Others, like Francis, heard
the call of God, who never ceases to love
His Church; they intensified their love for
the Church and worked for her reform. In a
vision, St. Francis sensed this call from God:
“Francis, repair my Church.” Gradually he
deepened his understanding of the Lord’s
call and began that reform by seeing first to
his own life.

It is possible for critics of the Church to
decry the sins of others yet not see their
own. Francis began in the vineyard of his
own life and then went forth, gently
preaching conversion to his neighbors
through personal example. The movement
for reform spread. It was a grassroots
effort; it was personal. Within ten years
there were more than 5,000 men in Francis’
community; the Poor Clares (which he
founded with St. Clare of Assisi) were also
growing.

True reform begins with us. Simply
denouncing the sins of others or of the
Church, real though they may be, seldom
has lasting effect. The best reform starts
with personal conversion. Personal
conversion spreads to others and then
reform is underway. It works. If we allow
God to set us on fire, then we can spread
that fire.

4. On unity with all creation and the gift
of wonder and awe - St. Francis thought
of nature—all of God’s creation—as part of
his brotherhood. In some sense, the
sparrow was as much his brother as was the
Pope.

There is a tendency today among some in
the radical environmental movement to see
man as the enemy of the natural world
rather than an integral part of it, to view
man as an outsider with respect to the
natural world rather than as a partaker and
member of it. For St. Francis, though, there
was brotherhood.

In brotherhood there are legitimate needs
we satisfy for one another. Nature supplies

us and we in turn help to perfect nature. We
have done this in our best moments by
helping to increase the yield of our fields
and bringing far greater bounty to the earth
through advances in agriculture and animal
husbandry. We also seek to master disease
and push back the destructive boundaries of
what is unruly in nature (e.g., infestation).
Although we have often transgressed
through unnecessary pollution, in the end
we are not the enemies of nature but
companions and brethren to the natural
world.

St. Francis can help us to find this balance.
He surely exhibited a sense of gratitude for
God’s creation and a deep wonder and awe
at all that God has given. We, too, ought to
develop a deep appreciation for the beauty
of God’s work and we should reverence our
very selves as a part of that creation.

5. On the Need to Evangelize the
Muslim World - We may think that the
struggle with the Muslim world is new, but it
is not. In his life, St. Francis decided to go
to Syria to convert the Moslems (the
preferred term until about 1940) while the
Fifth Crusade was being fought. In the
middle of a battle, Francis decided to do the
simplest thing and go directly to the sultan,
Melek-el Kamel, in order to make peace. He
and his companion were captured and
Francis was taken to the sultan. Francis
challenged the Moslem scholars to a true
test of religion by fire, but they refused.
Francis proposed to enter the fire first,
under the condition that if he left the fire
unharmed, the sultan would have to
recognize Christ as true God. Although the
sultan turned down the challenge, he was
so impressed that he allowed Francis to
preach to his subjects. While Francis did not
succeed in converting him, the sultan’s last
words to Francis were these: Pray for me
that God may deign to reveal to me that law
and faith which is most pleasing to him. This
work of Francis’ and his attempted
rapprochement with the Moslem world had
far reaching consequences, long past his
own death: after the fall of the Crusader
Kingdom, it was the Franciscans, of all
Catholics, who were allowed to stay on in
the Holy Land and were recognized as
“Custodians of the Holy Land” on behalf of
Christianity [2].

Today, with the emergence of extremist
forms of Islam, we need more than ever to
have the courage of St. Francis to engage
the Muslim world and try to bring them to
Christ. It may be difficult work and
successes may be few at this stage, but God
calls us to be faithful, not necessarily
successful. Ultimately, success is up to God.
We who are Catholics have a special role in
this evangelization because the Muslim
world shares with us a respect for Mary,
Mother of Jesus our Lord.


https://www.amazon.com/Saint-Francis-Assisi-Passion-Transformed/dp/1618907492/ref=sr_1_16?ie=UTF8&qid=1506951733&sr=8-16&keywords=francis+of+assisi
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=50
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_of_Assisi
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INCOME EXPENSES

I LINAMpPp Z2MNH N1 MYy I LINIY SMHH 1 My
ttwL{l [ h[] 9]/ Admini str a
Ly /KR alAfSClergy Res

Loose 186 O-pjLi turgy

Of ering| 3,85 567 |Rel i gious
Holy Da 50. 12581Social Jus DIOCESAN ASSESSMENTS
(July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018)

I nital -0- -O-f{Mai ntenanc

School
Assessment

Diocesan BALANCE

Dues 223 100 Deposi Assessment

Prior
Debt Re 430 6 2 . |l nsu Balance 0.00 34,646.02 34,646.02

Hol i day -0- 2. lTaxe ﬁ:;:‘:nent 82,746.00 | 59,142.00 | 141,888.00
¢hce! t| $4, 74 $856/|Transfer
I h E; /¢ f,"a‘}g““t -51,534.00 0.00 | -51,534.00
5Lh/9{!b /h[[ 9 Diocesan C gﬁ"EANCE 31,212.00 | 93,788.02 | 125,000.02
Diocesa 5 40 Debt Servi Our Goal is t ff the $31,212.00 with
. . . . ur Goal is to pay o e , .00 with a
Collect (Principal combination of our Easter Collection, Night at the
¢hde! [ School Sub Races Proceeds, and monies from our General Fund/
5Lh/ 9f1 5 40 Savings. We have no way of paying the $93,788.02
{ : we owe toward the school assessment based on
current levels of giving.
hel 9w Lb/ ha9olj¢he! [ 9.1 giving
Candl es 56. PARISH DEBT SERVICE
Rent al o} -0-

BALANCE
Due

Amount
Paid

Parish Loan
Properte

Perqui s - {Previous B|bTtXnn PRINCIPAL | 400,000.00 46,671.80 |353,328.20

INTEREST 12,000.00 14,330.64 -2,330.64

Donat on O-fj+ I ncome t|+5, 706

BALANCE

412,000.00 61,002.44 | 350,997.56

Mi scel | -0-

TOTAL O $56
I NCOME

Please Note: The Parish Debt service has been paid
to date. This Account is current.

Your Gift to God
I LINAMP M NH 1 MY
Over $100.00 2 |%$20 45
$100.00 $16-19 0
$76-99 $15 17
$75 $11-14 10
$51-74 $10 60
$50 $6-9 10
$26-49 $5 52
$25 under $5 17

Total
$21-24 1 |Envelopes | 261
used

-Expenses t|-11, 3414

£ yOS (bPmZoc

¢chel! [ L $5, 7

Votive Offerings

Mass Attendance

! LINAMpP 3MOH A MYy Bread and Wine

People | In-Church Average
Collection Offering
per person

4:00 p.m. 1,995.92 15.60
5:30 p.m. 70 886.00 12.66
8:00 a.m. 79 989.00 12.52
11:00a.m. 110 877.38 7.98

Intention Joseph Buczynski

DIN|FP|FPDN

Offered by Wife Regina and Family

Sanctuary Candle

Total 387 4,748.30 12.27 Intention Joseph Buczynski

REMINDER: In order for our parish to - :
remain solvent, the average weekly Is your gift to the parish each week an
offering per person MUST equal or be Offered by Wife Regina and Family honest reflection of

greater than $15.00 consistently. you?
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Victim’s Resource
Center Geranium
Sale

Geraniums are available
in RED or PINK
Cost of each geranium is $3.75 each.
Payment must be received with order.

Geraniums can be ordered by
contacting

JOAN CAVANAUGH
— 570-510-4608

Ordefs must be placed no later
»n than April 22nd

Purchase New and Used Books
Basket Raffle, Bake Sale, 50/50 drawing

For more information call Linda Urban at

or the Library at 570-822-4660

Friends of the
Osterhout Free
Library
NORTH BRANCH
- 28 Oliver St.
| Wilkes-Barre (PARSONS),
PA

BOOKS, BASKETS
AND BAKE SALE
Saturday, April 28th

Noon—4 pm
FREE TO THE PUBLIC

Refreshments

570-921-1813

www.osterhout.info

Altar and Rosary/St. Ann Society
of
St. Leo/Holy Rosary Parish
33 Manhattan St.
Ashley, PA

VICTORIAN
TEA

Sunday, April 29
2:00 pm
Admission: $12.00
Reservations Required
For reservations contact
Jane Clarke (570-824-3176)

or
Bonnie Lazar (570-474-1031)

Must be 10 or older to attend
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ROAD TO

American

Caricer RECOVERY
PROGRAM

? Society®
¢

Transportation can be one of

a Cancer patient’s biggest
roadblocks to treatment. That's why the American
Cancer Society Road to Recovery Program provides
patients in need with free rides to treatments.

For those who cannot drive themselves, or have no
other means of getting to cancer-related medical
appointments, volunteers donate their time to give
patients a much needed ride.

If you would like to volunteer, you need a good
driving record, a current driver’s license, Proof of
adequate auto insurance, a safe and reliable vehicle,
schedule availability, and regular laptop/tablet/
computer access.

To ensure quality drivers, the American Cancer
Society screens every volunteer. Volunteers must
also complete online training courses to prepare
them for their new role.

For more information, please call 1-800-227-
2345
or visit www.cancer.org/driver.

Holy Family Parish
828 Main St.
Sugar Notch, PA
will hold a

Night at the

Races
Saturday, May 5, 2018

Doors will open at 5:00 pm
Dinner is at 5:30 pm
Post Time is at 6:30 pm

A four-star buffet dinner
(Salsa Chicken, pulled pork with rolls,
chili, kielbasa, ziti and meatballs, pasta
salad, coleslaw, bean salad, copper
penny salad, and tortilla chip and dip.)

is FREE with horse donation.

To sponsor a horse,
call
570-822-8938.

Wyoming Valley
Barbershop Harmony
Chorus
Presents

RADIO

Time Machine

May 19, 2018
at
Wyoming Seminary Upper School
Kirby Center for the
Performing Arts
295 Sprague St., Kingston.

Doors open at 6:45 pm,
Preshow Entertainment at 7:00
pm
Show starts at 7:15 pm

$15 General Admission

To preorder tickets
call 570-285-4810
or
www.SingWB.com
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WEEKILY CALENDAR P
Fourth Week of Easter April 23-29, 2018
Day and Date Time Intention Offered by Events
Monday, April 23 . No Morning Mass
St. George'amd St. Adalbert NO Morning Mass Scheduled
Tuesday, April 24 : ; ;
St. Fidelis 01! Sigmargen 8 am Strazewski Family Family 5:30 pm Choir
Wednesday,_ApriI 25 8 am Fr. John Randall Family & Friends
St. Mark, Evangelist
Thursday, April 26 Noon Exposition
Easter Weekday 8 am George Mushinsky Magdalen Benish 5 pm Vespers
7 pm Parish Pastoral Council
Friday, April 27 . S i
Easter Weekday 8 am | John & Josephine Krzywicki Family 6 pm Set up for Night at the Races
Saturday, April 28 3 pm Confessions
St. Peter Chanel NO Morning Mass Scheduled 6 pm Night at the Races
St. Louis de Montefort
Fifth Sunday of Easter
VIGIL 4 pm Delores Walkowiak Joe & Phyllis 9:15 Faith Formation
P Bartusiewicz
VIGIL 5:30 pm Patricia Tlucek Mr. & Mrs. Joseph SOCIAL JUSTICE COLLECTION
' Parsnik, Kitty & Family
SUNDAY 8 am Parishioners Pastor
SUNDAY 11 am Barbara Ritsick Ted & Maureen Kowalski

WHO? ME? MINISTER?

Many Christians believe that because
they do not have a seminary degree or
the title of ‘recognized clergy’ they do
not have much to offer in the building of
the church and the expansion of God’s
kingdom.

1 “How can I minister to those in my
church? I'm a 'nobody".”

1 “How can God use me to bring
salvation and healing to my friends
and neighbors?”

1 “Why would God use an untrained
individual like me to help folks
learn about the Lord?"

1 “What do I have to offer the world?
I'm not as educated as he is. I'm
not as gifted as she is.”

The answer to these questions, whether
internally pondered or externally
received, should be, “'Come and see'
what God can do through me! I can
minister in the church! I can reach the
lost with the gospel!”

The body of Christ will only function as
God designed it to function when we
each do what we are gifted and called
to do. The Holy Spirit is our companion
in ministry - He will reveal to us what
part we have to play in the church, and
He will show us how to use our gifts and
callings. We just have to allow Him to.
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LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDUIL

April 2829, 2018 Fifth Sunday of
Server Lector EMOC

4:00 P.M. A.J. Kondracki Ann Bergold John Bergold

5:30 P.M. Michael Boris Diane Gregor Elaine Klukoske

8:00 AM Ted Harowicz Mary Ann Slavinski Ted Harowicz

11:00 AM Aligj:'; i‘ul;rr:iﬁ? Jackie Barkus Robert Dunsmuir Sr
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