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Promoting Hospitality as a Way of Life 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF 

HOSPITALITY AND 
HOSPITABLE BEHAVIOR 

FOR COMMUNITY 
BUILDING  

THE RELEVANCE OF 

HOSPITABLE BEHAVIOR  
As we begin to understand through 

our definitions, stories, and a few real

- life examples of hospitality, every 
layer of hospitable behavior reveals 
something new about the 
cohesiveness of the larger community 
of mankind. These lessons are not 
only relevant, but imperative for our 
health, welfare, and general living 

conditions.  

People are hungry for 

community , and for communities 

that connect us in meaningful ways, 
especially when events, such as our 
current immigration crisis, challenge 
previous societal norms. As Michal 
Vasecka, a university sociologist from 

the Czech Republic, has stated: “We 
are deeply uninclusive societies. 
Migration reveals this unpleasant 
truth about ourselves.” 

It is true that these are extraordinary 
times, uncovering our deepest fears. 
Could there then be a better time for 
authentic hospitality, inspired by love, 

to re -appear? Community builders 
have the potential to alter unhealthy 
barriers and welcome newcomers into 
a true community – one that is rich in 
diversity, conscious in acceptance, 
and where there is room at the table 
for everyone. Being hospitable can 

transform all of our relationships.  

THE CONVERGENCE OF THE 

SCIENCES AND SPIRITUALITY 

IN HOSPITABLE BEHAVIOR  
An emerging and exciting trend of 
consciousness studies is that 

neuroscience and psychotherapy are 
including and adopting spiritual 

practices. These in turn 
are re -creating 
practical approaches to 
overcome addictive 
spirals, and to help 

people heal from old, 
even generational 
traumas, so that they 
may live full, 
productive, and 
empowered lives. 

Those lives may then 
serve their beloved 
communities from a 
hospitable, healed 
space instead of being 
held hostage to their 
wounded places and 

combustible fear -based 
behaviors.  

The neurosciences, 
supported by 
interdisciplinary 

scientific collaborations, now have 
definitive proof that the human 
nervous system responds very 
effectively to those spiritual 

characteristics inherent within 
hospitality. More than that, evidence 
shows that new pathways to higher 
functioning are simultaneously 
created – the brain actually lights up, 
creating a sense of euphoria.  

Some sample developments:  

Heartmath , which utilizes modern 
technology to teach people how 
to live from the heart, is just one 
of many scientific organizations 
that recognizes humanity's need 

to move from learned habits that 
are less than hospitable and that 
negatively affect the health of 

mankind. It emphasizes 
technological tools to enhance 
spiritual -mindedness.  

Bruce H. Lipton , a pioneering 

biologist, has shown in his Biology of 
a Belief and other books how our 
limited and temporal belief systems 
shape patterns of behavior that affect 
every cell within our bodies. Negative 
input appears as disease, whereas 

spiritual -mindedness filled with 
positive input appears as a co -
operative system that is able to 
spontaneously evolve.  

The Science of Being Institute  takes a 
different approach, by redefining 
human anatomy as a system of 
temporal beliefs that could keep 
mankind entangled in a false 

framework of reference ruled by 
selfishness instead of selflessness. 
Such systems can train us out of our 
basic spiritual essence, even though 
we are naturally open to the heart of 
humanity, and can spontaneously 
evolve with a spiritual understanding 

that elevates the human race.  

These are just a few organizations 

and individuals dedicated to re -
educating and helping humanity that 
take a different direction to heal old 
wounds for the betterment of our 
communities and all their residents. If 
we can therefore cultivate and 
develop those characteristics that 

create hospitable behavior, we will 
get a direct payoff by living better 
and caring for each other all along 
the way.  
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 IN THE PARISH 

 

Helpful Information  

 

Join the Parish  

Anyone wishing to register for 
membership in the parish is asked 
to fill out a registration form and 
drop it in the collection basket.  
 

Request Prayers  

Our INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
MINISTRY provides prayer for 
anyone in need throughout the 
parish. Contact MARY ANN MAGDA 
at 570 -655 -1218 or make your 
intention known on our parish 
website at 
www.standrebessettewb.com  
 

Remember your Parish  

Your parish serves you faithfully 
throughout your life. Please 
remember your parish with a 
memorial gift or a Bequest in your 
will. Make a return to the Lord for 
all the good He has done for you.  
 

 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATIONS  
 

 

Anointing of the Sick  

The Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick may take place at any 
time, but, sadly, too many families 
wait until the last minute to call the 
priest to anoint their loved ones. If 
someone in your family is seriously 
ill, preparing for surgery, or 
suffering a prolonged illness, please 
contact the parish office to arrange 
a time for Fr. Ken to visit.  
IN THE CASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY —or if Fr. Ken is 
unavailable to visit immediately, we 
will contact the first available priest 
to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Anointing with your loved one.  
 

Funeral Preparations  

We collaborate with the local funeral 
directors in arranging the times of 
the funerals. Please be aware that 

there is an additional fee for 
funerals on Saturdays imposed by 
most cemeteries in the area.  
 

Baptismal Preparations  

Parents of newly born infants may 
call the parish office to arrange a 
time for the Baptism of their child.  
Baptisms are celebrated, for the 
most part, on any Sunday, with the 
exception of the season of Lent.  
 

Wedding Preparations  

Couples contemplating Marriage are 
asked to contact the parish office at 
least one year prior to the 
contemplated date of marriage, 
before making other plans.  

Parish Prayer Intention  
 

That all parishioners may grow in a desire 
to know God more fully and enter into a 
deeper relationship with Him.  

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  

Every Thursday  

from  

NOON ð6 pm  

Please join in honoring our Lord 

in the Blessed Sacrament.  

Sign up sheet in the Vestibule  

Our Lord is waiting for YOU!  

LOOKING AHEAD  

Faith formation Classes for 
our Young People begin on 
Sunday, September 16th at 
9:30 am in Fr. Zolcinski Hall. 
Watch the Bulletin for 
Registration Details.  

 

The Parish Toy Bingo 

is scheduled for 
November 4th beginning 
at 1 pm in St. Mary’s 

Hall. Toy Collection will 
begin mid -September. 
Watch out for bargains 
(especially on Electronics 
which are big with kids 
today!)  

The Ministry of 
Hospitality has 
already begun at St. 
Andre. If you are 
interested in learning 

more about this 
important ministry in 

our parish, contact Sr. 
Madonna at the parish 
office (570 -823 -
4988).  

 

DO YOU WANT TO SEE JESUS???  

We are in the planning of 
stages of taking a trip to the 
Sight and Sound Theater in 
Lancaster, PA. The date will 
be May 15, 2019 (just 

around the corner!). More 

information will follow when 
we have it. Watch the 
bulletin.   
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Labor Day, the first Monday in 
September, is a creation of the labor 
movement and is dedicated to the social 
and economic achievements of American 
workers. It constitutes a yearly national 
tribute to the contributions workers have 
made to the strength, prosperity, and well -
being of our country.  

The form that the observance and 
celebration of Labor Day should take was 
outlined in the first proposal of the holiday 
— a street parade to exhibit to the public 
"the strength and esprit de corps of the 
trade and labor organizations" of the 

community, followed by a festival for the 
recreation and amusement of the workers 
and their families. This became the pattern 
for the celebrations of Labor Day. 
Speeches by prominent men and women 
were introduced later, as more emphasis 
was placed upon the economic and civic 
significance of the holiday. Still later, by a 
resolution of the American Federation of 
Labor convention of 1909, the Sunday 

preceding Labor Day was adopted as Labor 
Sunday and dedicated to the spiritual and 
educational aspects of the labor 
movement.  

The character of the Labor Day celebration 
has undergone a change in recent years, 
especially in large industrial centers where 

mass displays and huge parades have 
proved a problem. This change, however, 
is more a shift in emphasis and medium of 
expression. Labor Day addresses by 
leading union officials, industrialists, 
educators, clerics and government officials 
are given wide coverage in newspapers, 
radio, and television.  

The vital force of labor added materially to 
the highest standard of living and the 
greatest production the world has ever 
known and has brought us closer to the 
realization of our traditional ideals of 
economic and political democracy. It is 
appropriate, therefore, that the nation 
pays tribute on Labor Day to the creator of 
so much of the nation's strength, freedom, 

and leadership — the American worker.  

MASS for LABOR DAY will 

be observed in our Parish 
on MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 

3rd at 9 am.  



THE LITURGY 

The Healing Power of Eucharistic 
Contemplation  

Communing with the Divine Lover of our 
soul becomes irresistible joy, not labor. 
The words of Bl. Teresa of Calcutta 
inspire us:  

“When you look at the Crucifix, you 
understand how much Jesus loved 
you then. When you look at the 

Sacred Host you understand how 
much Jesus loves you 
now.” (Quoted in At the Altar of the 
World: The Pontificate of Pope John 
Paul II through the Lens of 
LôOsservatore Romano and the 
Words of Ecclesia de Eucharistia.)  

In 2003, Pope John Paul II laid out a 
plan for the New Evangelization that 
starts with contemplating the face of 
Christ in the Eucharist stating that he 
would like to “rekindle Eucharistic 
amazement.” The Eucharist is the 
central provision of God for interior 
renewal and inner healing.  

Fr. Raniero 
Cantalamessa, 
preacher to the 
papal household, 
beautifully writes 
about the healing 
power of 
“Eucharistic 
contemplation”: 

Eucharistic 
contemplation 
also has an 
extraordinary 
power of healing. 
In the desert 
God ordered 
Moses to raise a 
bronze serpent 
on a pole. All those who were 
bitten by poisonous snakes and 

then looked at the bronze serpent 
were healed (cf. Numbers 21:4 -9). 
Jesus applied the mysterious 
symbol of the bronze serpent to 
himself (John 3:14). What we 
should do, then, when afflicted by 
the venomous bites of pride, 
sensuality, and all the other 
illnesses of the soul is not to get 
lost in vain considerations or seek 
excuses, but to run before the Most 

Blessed Sacrament, to look at the 
Host and let healing pass through 
the same organ through which evil 
so often passes: our eyes.  

The only thing the Holy Spirit asks 
of us is that we give him our time, 
even if at the beginning it might 
seem like lost time. I will never 
forget the lesson that was given to 
me one day in this regard. I said to 

God, “Lord, give me fervor and I 
will give you all the time you desire 
in prayer.” I found the answer in 
my heart: “Raniero, give me your 
time and I will give you all the 
fervor you want in prayer.”  (This 
Is My Body)  

This is a message for our time because 

this type of healing is sorely needed. 
Our eyes are meant to behold what is 
holy, good, true, and beautiful. 
Unfortunately, worldly things that are 
unholy, false, and ugly bombard our 
eyes. Gazing upon the face of Jesus and 
contemplating His beauty, purity, and 
goodness is the healing balm we need 
for interior renewal, healing and 
deliverance from evil influences.  

Although we may have good intentions, 

we often fail to pray or visit Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament because our daily 
lives are too busy. It is countercultural 
to come apart simply to be with the 
Lord. Learning how to rest in God is a 
gift of prayer called contemplation. 
Contemplation derives from the Latin 
word contemplatio, which means, “rest.” 
In contemplative prayer, we rest in 
God’s love and let grace work in us. 

Contemplative prayer leads to a deep 
encounter with God. Fr. Cantalamessa 
writes, “Contemplation is an eminently 
personal activity; it calls for silence and 
requires that one be isolated from 
everything and everyone to concentrate 

on the object contemplated and to be 
lost in it.”(This Is My Body, 25.)  

Through the gift of faith, we discover 
the Divine Somebody whose love is 
incomprehensible, extravagant, healing, 
and infinitely perfect.  An authentic 
encounter with Jesus in the silence of 
prayer leads to conversion of heart and 
inner healing. Constancy in prayer leads 
to perpetual conversion; absent prayer, 
conversion will cease. Through an 
authentic encounter with Jesus, we 
change from within. The process of 
encounter and conversion leads to 

engagement with Jesus and His Church.  

There is an interior progression:  

¶ Encounter with Jesus: personal 

experience of Divine Love that 
heals;  

¶ Conversion of heart: movement 

toward God & away from what is 
not of God;  

¶ Engagement with Jesus in a 

relationship of love  that leads to 
service .  

An encounter with divine love is a 

meeting with Jesus, who laid down His 
life to save you and me — it must 
become personal and then communal. It 
is personal to Christ, who hung from the 
Cross and desires souls to satisfy His 
perpetual thirst. Jesus is always  present 
for us on the altars of His Church, in the 
tabernacles of the world. He awaits us 
there, but He also initiates an encounter 
with us. What’s more, He also goes out 
after us — He pursues us to the ends of 
the earth, seeking after the human 

family like the Good Shepherd who left 
the ninety -nine sheep to search Οfor the 
one lost lamb. No matter where we may 
run or hide, He is there — inviting us to 
an encounter of love. This is the most 
touching thing to me. It is not that we 
have loved Him but that He has loved us 
first (cf. 1 John 4:10).  

Eternal Father, graciously send us a new 
infusion of the Holy Spirit that we may 
desire to contemplate Your Son Jesus in 
the Eucharist and receive healing.  
 

Authorôs note: This is an excerpt 
from a new book: Praying For 
Priests: A Mission for the New 

Evangelization now available from 

Sophia Institute Press.  
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Eucharistic Healing 
by Kathleen Beckman  

www.catholicexchange.com  

  ò Jesus waits for us in 

this Sacrament of Love. 

Let us be generous with 

our time in going to meet 

Him in Adoration and in 

Contemplation that is full 

of Faith and ready to 

make reparation for the 

great faults and crimes of 

the world. May our 

Adoration never cease.ó 
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All Administrative Council Meetings 
begin with Vespers in Church at 6:00 
pm. Meetings follow immediately in the 
Fr. Murgas conference room of the 
parish office.  
 
SEPTEMBER 6th —Liturgical Council 
SEPTEMBER 13 -  Social Justice   

                           Council  

SEPTEMBER 20th -  Finance Council  

SEPTEMBER 27th —Catechetical      

                              Council  

OCTOBER 18TH —Pastoral Council  

OCTOBER 25th — Parish Life Council  

Food for September  
 

Hot Chocolate  

 

PARISH MINISTRIES 

PARISH COMMITTEES 
 

§ The Development Committee 

will meet on Monday, 
September10th at 6:30 pm  in 
the Lower Meeting Room of the 

Parish Office . 
 

§ The Young at Heart Committee 

will  meet for their next monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, 
September 18 at 1 pm in the Fr. 
Murgas conference Room.   

FAITH SHARING 
\ Companions on the Journey 

with Christ with Rosemary 

Shedlock will meet on Sunday, 
September 9 at 2:00 pm in the 
home of Elaine Snyder.  

 

\ St. Andreôs Faith Seekers with 

Jackie Barkus will meet at 6 
pm on Monday September 
10th in the Fr. Murgas Meeting 
Room of the Parish Office.  

 

\ Disciples of the Spirit of Jesus 

with Sr. Madonna will meet on 
Saturday, September 15th at 
10:30 am   in the Fr. Murgas 
Meeting Room of the Parish 
office. There is still room in this 
group for anyone who might be 

            Loaves & Fishes  

Summer Ordinary Time 

Weekend of  
September   
1 - 2  
 
22nd Sunday 
in Ordinary 
Time  

4 pm Vigil Mass  
5:30 pm Vigil Mass  
8:00 am Mass  
11:00 am Mass  
 

CLERGY COLLECTION 
Dues envelopes due  
 
Basket/Dance Tickets on Sale  

Weekend of  
September   
8 - 9  
 
23rd Sunday 
in Ordinary 
Time  

4 pm Vigil Mass  
5:30 pm Vigil Mass  
8:00 am Mass  
11:00 am Mass  
 

Cemetery envelopes due  
Basket/Dance Tickets on Sale  
2pm Companions on the  
        Journey with Christ  

Monday,  
September 3  

LABOR DAY  
 

9am Mass  
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED  

Monday,  
September 10  

6 pm St. Andre Faith Seekers  
 
6:30 pm Development Cmmtte  

Tuesday,  
September 4  

8 am Morning Mass  
 
5:30 pm Choir  

Tuesday,  
September 11  

8 am Morning Mass  
 
5:30 pm Choir  

Wednesday,  
September 5  
 

8 am Mass  
 
 

Wednesday,  
September 12  
 

8 am Mass  
 
 

Thursday,  
September 6  
 
 

8:00 am Mass  
Noon Exposition  
 
6:00 pm Vespers  
6:00 pm Liturgical Council  

Thursday,  
September 13  
 
 

8:00 am Mass  
Noon Exposition  
 
6:00 pm Vespers  
6:00 pm Social Justice     
               Council  

Friday,  
September 7  

у ŀƳ aŀǎǎ 
сΥлл ǇƳ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
сΥол ǇƳ {ŀŎǊŜŘ IŜŀǊǘ 
5ŜǾƻǝƻƴǎ 
тΥлл ǇƳ aŀǎǎ 

Friday,  
September 14  

у ŀƳ aŀǎǎ 
 
с-мл ǇƳ hƭŘƛŜǎ 5ŀƴŎŜ 
                {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ Iŀƭƭ 

Saturday,  
September 8  
 

bƻ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ aŀǎǎ 
оΥлл ǇƳ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
 

±LDL[ ƻŦ  ноǊŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛƴ    
                        hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ¢ƛƳŜΦ 

Saturday,  
September 15  
 

bƻ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ aŀǎǎ 
ммΥлл ŀƳ aǳƭǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ 
оΥлл ǇƳ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
 

±LDL[ ƻŦ  нпǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛƴ    
                          hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ¢ƛƳŜΦ 

ADMINISTRATIVE  
COUNCILS  

GIGUNDA  

BASKET 

RAFFLE! 

Check out the 

baskets on the  

back table!  

Something to 

suit everyoneĐs 

Fancy! 

Buy a ticket (or 

10, or 20) 

TODAY!  
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FALL DINNER DANCE ðFriday, 

September 14, 2018 — There are only a 

few tickets left. Get yours Today and you 

too can enjoy MILLENNIUM!  

Dinner Dance Workers Needed!  
Please see the yellow sign up sheets in 
the vestibule, and choose a role to help us 
out if possible.   Dessert bakers and side -
dish makers are also greatly needed; 

please sign the sheet if you're willing to 
bring a dessert or side dish.   If you don't 
bake/cook, we're also in need of some 
small, seasonal door prizes for the event 
as well.   This is an excellent opportunity 
for our new parishioners to meet friends 

in the parish while volunteering!   Any 

questions, please call Tina at 570 -814 -
9227.  



 FROM THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 

Misericordia et misera  is a phrase used by 
Saint Augustine in recounting the story of 
Jesus’ meeting with the woman taken in 
adultery (cf. Jn 8:1 -11). It would be difficult 
to imagine a more beautiful or apt way of 
expressing the mystery of God’s love when it 
touches the sinner: “the two of them alone 
remained: mercy with misery ”.[1]  What 
great mercy and divine justice shine forth in 
this narrative! Its teaching serves not only to 
throw light on the conclusion of the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, but also to 
point out the path that we are called to 
follow in the future.  

1. This page of the Gospel could easily serve 
as an icon of what we have celebrated during 
the Holy Year, a time rich in mercy, which 
must continue to be celebrated  and  lived out  
in our communities. Mercy cannot become a 
mere parenthesis in the life of the Church; it 
constitutes her very existence, through which 
the profound truths of the Gospel are made 
manifest and tangible. Everything is revealed 
in mercy; everything is resolved in the 
merciful love of the Father.  

A woman and Jesus meet. She is an 
adulteress and, in the eyes of the Law, liable 
to be stoned. Jesus, through his preaching 
and the total gift of himself that would lead 
him to the Cross, returned the Mosaic Law to 
its true and original intent. Here what is 
central is not the law or legal justice, but the 
love of God, which is capable of looking into 
the heart of each person and seeing the 
deepest desire hidden there; God’s love must 
take primacy over all else. This Gospel 
account, however, is not an encounter of sin 
and judgement in the abstract, but of a 

sinner and her Saviour. Jesus looked that 
woman in the eye and read in her heart a 
desire to be understood, forgiven and set 
free. The misery of sin was clothed with the 
mercy of love. Jesus’ only judgement is one 
filled with mercy and compassion for the 
condition of this sinner. To those who wished 
to judge and condemn her to death, Jesus 
replies with a lengthy silence. His purpose 
was to let God’s voice be heard in the 
consciences not only of the woman, but also 
in those of her accusers, who drop their 
stones and one by one leave the scene (cf. 
Jn 8:9). Jesus then says: “Woman, where 
are they? Has no one condemned you?… 
Neither do I condemn you. Go your way and 
from now on do not sin again” (vv. 10-11). 
Jesus helps the woman to look to the future 
with hope and to make a new start in life. 
Henceforth, if she so desires, she can “walk 
in charity” (Eph  5:2). Once clothed in mercy, 
even if the inclination to sin remains, it is 
overcome by the love that makes it possible 
for her to look ahead and to live her life 

differently.  

2. Jesus had taught this clearly 
on another occasion, when he 
had been invited to dine at the 
home of a Pharisee and a 
woman, known by everyone to 
be a sinner, approached him 
(cf. Lk 7:36 -50). She poured 

perfume over his feet, bathed 
them with her tears and dried 
them with her hair (cf. vv. 37 -
38). To the scandalized reaction 
of the Pharisee, Jesus replied: 
“Her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven, for she loved much; 
but he who is forgiven little, 
loves little” (v. 47). 

Forgiveness  is the most visible 
sign of the Father’s love, which 
Jesus sought to reveal by his 
entire life. Every page of the 
Gospel is marked by this 
imperative of a love that loves 
to the point of forgiveness. Even at the last 
moment of his earthly life, as he was being 
nailed to the cross, Jesus spoke words of 
forgiveness: “Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do” (Lk 23:34).  

Nothing of what a repentant sinner places 
before God’s mercy can be excluded from the 
embrace of his forgiveness. For this reason, 
none of us has the right to make forgiveness 
conditional.  

Mercy is always a gratuitous act of our 
heavenly Father, an unconditional and 
unmerited act of love. Consequently, we 
cannot risk opposing the full freedom of the 
love with which God enters into the life of 
every person. Mercy is this concrete action of 
love that, by forgiving, transforms and 
changes our lives. In this way, the divine 
mystery of mercy is made manifest. God is 
merciful (cf. Ex 34:6); his mercy lasts for 
ever (cf. Ps 136). From generation to 
generation, it embraces all those who trust in 
him and it changes them, by bestowing a 
share in his very life.  

3. What great joy welled up in the heart of 
these two women: the adulteress and the 
sinner! Forgiveness made them feel free at 
last and happy as never before. Their tears 
of shame and pain turned into the smile of a 
person who knows that he or she is loved. 
Mercy gives rise to joy , because our hearts 
are opened to the hope of a new life. The joy 
of forgiveness is inexpressible, yet it radiates 
all around us whenever we experience 
forgiveness. Its source is in the love with 
which God comes to meet us, breaking 
through walls of selfishness that surround us, 

in order to make us in turn instruments of 
mercy.  

How meaningful in this regard for us too are 
the ancient words which guided the first 
Christians: “Clothe yourselves in joy, which 
always is agreeable and acceptable to God, 
and rejoice in it. For all who are joyful do 
what is good, think what is good, and 
despise sadness… All who put aside sadness 
and put on joy will live in God”.[2]  The 
experience of mercy brings joy. May we 
never allow this joy to be robbed from us by 
our troubles and concerns. May it remain 
rooted in our hearts and enable us to 
approach with serenity the events of our 
daily lives.  

In a culture often dominated by technology, 
sadness and loneliness appear to be on the 
rise, not least among young people. The 
future seems prey to an uncertainty that 
does not make for stability. This often gives 
rise to depression, sadness and boredom, 
which can gradually lead to despair. We need 
witnesses to hope and true joy if we are to 
dispel the illusions that promise quick and 
easy happiness through artificial paradises. 
The profound sense of emptiness felt by so 
many people can be overcome by the hope 
we bear in our hearts and by the joy that it 
gives. We need to acknowledge the joy that 
rises up in a heart touched by mercy. Let us 
keep in mind, then, the words of the Apostle: 
“Rejoice in the Lord always” (Phil  4:4; cf. 1 
Thess  5:16)  

 

To Be Continued  
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 IN THE DIOCESE 
 

Do You Want to Know More About the 
Annulment Process? :  
 

In the Diocese of Scranton, the annulment 
process is now more “user friendly” than you 
might expect, and there is no longer a 
processing fee.  
 

Please contact your pastor or the Diocesan 
Tribunal Office ( 570 - 207 - 2246)  to begin a 
conversation.   
  

It is possible to get clear answers to these 
questions and to renew your connection with 
the Church.  

Notice Regarding the Sexual Abuse of A Minor  
 

It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexual 

abuse of a minor to law enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, you 

are encouraged to immediately report the matter to law enforcement. If any 

priest, deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton 

has cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected to any form 

of abuse, including child sexual abuse, the matter will be reported to law 

enforcement. In accordance with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child 

Protective Services Law, reports of suspected child abuse should also be made 

immediately by phone to the 24 hour Child Abuse Hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800

-932 -0313 or electronically at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis. It is also the 

policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state regulations. To this end, 

the Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of 

Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the USCCB Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People, which includes supporting victims of 

sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well -being. As such, 

information regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be 

reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth Pacuska at 570 -862 -

7551 or to Diocesan Officials, including the Vicar General, Msgr. Thomas M. 

Muldowney, V.G. at 570 -207 -2269.  

Workshop for Music Ministers  
 

The Office for Parish Life and the Scranton 
Chapter of NPM is sponsoring a workshop 
for all music ministers on Saturday, 
September 29 from 9:00AM to 12:30PM 

at the Diocesan Pastoral Center in 
Scranton.  
 

This event will feature keynote speaker, Dr. 
Elaine Rendler , a nationally recognized 
musician, teacher, composer, pastoral 
liturgist, speaker, and author of In the 
Midst of the Assembly and This Is the Day , 

as well as the writer of weekly columns and 
music suggestions in Todayôs Liturgy for 
more than 30 years, offering practical 
wisdom to generations of pastoral 
musicians. All cantors, choir members, 
choir directors, organists, pianists, and 

instrumentalists are encouraged to mark 
their calendars and join us!  

Save the Date!  

CONVOCATION for 

CATECHISTS  

Saturday, October 20, 

2018  

Diocesan Pastoral Center  

330 Wyoming Avenue, 

Scranton  
 

The Office for Parish Life invites 
DREs, catechists, RCIA teams, 
Youth Ministers, those on parish 
WORD Commissions and anyone 
engaged in Ministry of the Word to 
share in the WORD Convocation.  
 

The Keynote Speaker will be Joan 
Weber offering a presentation 
entitled, “Calling Families to Be 

Living Gospels.ò  
 

The day will begin at 9:00 with 
Mass in the Cathedral of St. Peter, 
followed by the keynote 
presentation, lunch and a choice of 
workshops. Please save the date. 
Registration will be open later in 
August.  
 

For more information, please 
contact Mary Anne Malone: Mary -
Anne -
Malone@dioceseofscranton.org or 
(570) 207 -2213, ext. 1100.  

Pray and Proclaim!  
Saturday, September 15, 2018 from 
9:00AM -2:30PM  
St. Monica Parish, West Wyoming  
Presented by  
Dr. Maria Poggi Johnson and Kitty Scanlan  
Dr. Maria Poggi Johnson will give introduction to 
basic public speaking techniques, and provide 
opportunity for participants to try out these 
methods.  
Kitty Scanlan will discuss topics such as: Why do 
we pray? How do we pray? What are some ideas 
and re -sources for planning prayer with groups, 
or in the class - room? The ways in which 
ministers cultivate spirituality outside of the 
Mass not only enriches Sunday worship but can 
bring the reality of God into our everyday lived 
experience.  
Dr. Poggi Johnson is a professor of Theology and 
Religious Studies at the University of Scranton.  
Kitty Scanlan is the Coordinator for Lay Ministry 
Formation for the Diocese of Scranton in the 
Office for Parish Life.  
For more information contact Kitty Scanlan 
at 570 -207 -2213. To register, visit 
dioceseofscranton.org.  

CATHOLIC SOCIAL 

SERVICES  

COMPASSIONATE 

COUNSELING SERVICES  

 

Catholic Social Services of the 
Diocese of Scranton offers 

compassionate counseling in a 
safe, comfortable environment 
where your privacy is always 

respected.  
 

Anyone who struggles with 
anxiety, grief and loss, depression, 

life transitions or a variety of 
emotional or psychological 

conditions is welcome.  
CSS accepts Medicare and some 

other insurance plans.  
 

CALL 570 -207 - 2283  
for more information  

or to make an appointment  
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VIRTUS  
Training Sessions 

 

Interested in supporting and protecting our 
children’s future? Then please consider 
attending the diocesan -sponsored VIRTUS: 
Protecting Godôs Children for Adults 
Program . This training session is required for 
all adult employees and volunteers who have 
direct contact or routine interaction with 
children.  
 

During the three -hour training, a facilitator, who 
will teach you the tools and show you the 
resources to maintain a safe environment for all 
children, will incorporate techniques in a 
discussion - format to help you recognize the 
warning signs of child sexual abuse and how to 
respond to it appropriately and effectively.  
 

Please consider joining your community to take 
part in this vital program to help safeguard our 
most vulnerable and precious gifts: our children.  
Thank you for your cooperation and your 
willingness to protect all our children and to 
keep them safe.  
 

 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2018,  
6 P.M.  

 

Saints Peter & Paul Parish, Plains  
 

To register and for directions, please contact the 
office at 570.825.6663 (ext. 3 then 1 ) and 
ask for Nina or email 
faithformation@sspeterandpaulplains.com  
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2018  
 6:15 P.M.  

 

Corpus Christi Parish, West Pittston  
 

Session will take place in Immaculate 
Conception Church Hall  
 

Register by calling the parish office at: 
570.654.2753  



STEWARDSHIP 

When Ralph Martin of Renewal Ministries 
wrote his ñLetter to Troubled 
Catholicsò  in response to the latest clergy 
sexual -abuse scandal, he quoted a Catholic 
who suggested sending Church leaders a 
message by withholding donations.  

Martin said the disaffected Catholic told him 
the only way things will change is if the 

faithful stop giving to the bishops’ national 
collections and to diocesan and parish 
collections — “unless they are led by bishops 
who are willing to call a spade a spade and 
govern accordingly.” 

That cry has been taken up by others, as 
well, in the wake of the resignation of former 
Cardinal Theodore McCarrick over sexual -
abuse allegations involving male minors and 
seminarians.  

“Unfortunately, the only thing that gets the 
attention of the bishops is money,” said a 
Register reader in response to Executive 
Director Dan Burke’s video message — “This 
Scandal Is the Last Straw — Why Stay in the 

Catholic Church?”  —  at NCRegister.com.  

The reader went on to say Catholics may 
have to withhold funding until the bishops 
are ready to make real changes.  

Although it may be too early to tell whether 
donations are being affected by the scandal, 
Catholics are clearly displeased and looking 
for ways to express their concerns.  

“Sometimes, the only voice we have is the 
check that we can write,” said Brice 
Sokolowski, who started Catholic Fundraiser  
to help parishes, apostolates, religious 
communities and others reach out to donors. 
Sokolowski said that, in his experience, 
Catholics overall are extremely generous 
and very loyal when it comes to giving. “But 
at the same time, when things like this 
happen, they get really frustrated.” 

Sokolowski said, in the current climate, he 
would advise Catholics to continue 
supporting their parishes and, if they are 
concerned about the leadership of their 
bishops and dioceses, to give to smaller, 
local Catholic organizations instead of 
diocesan campaigns.  

“If they don’t have the trust and don’t 
believe the money is going to authentic 
Catholic things, if ... it has been one 
campaign after another, and they don’t 
know where the money goes, I completely 
understand why a Catholic would not want 
to give to a diocesan campaign.” 

“But,” Sokolowski added, “make sure you 
support your local priest.” 

As president of an evangelistic ministry that 
depends on the generosity of donors, Martin 
said in an interview that he nonetheless 
thinks withholding financial contributions 
from certain causes may be a good option 

for laypeople concerned about bishops who 
are not dealing with immorality and failing to 
give a clear message about what the Church 
teaches about sexual sin.  

“When you know situations are unhealthy 
and unsound,” he said, “I certainly wouldn’t 
support those situations. On the other hand, 
there are many wonderful priests and 

bishops, and we should definitely support 
them.” 

But Martin added that withholding money is 
just one avenue, and he would urge 
laypeople to pursue other options as well, 
including writing letters to bishops.  

“There are too many people who have 
suffered under false teaching, false 
preaching and sexual harassment and are 
afraid to speak up,” he said. “Everybody 
needs to speak up. If the proper authority 
doesn’t respond, it’s time to band together 
with others and demand accountability.” 

As for the impact on his own ministry, Martin 
said he expects donations to increase, not 
decline.  

“Most of our donors are here because they 
think there’s a clear voice here,” he said. “In 
and out of season, we’ve been trying to 
preach the Catholic faith without 
compromise. ... The people supporting us 
want a clear voice, and I expect donations to 
go up.” 

Mundelein Seminary in Illinois has not seen 
any decrease in donations related to the 
scandal, but Father John Kartje, the rector/
president, is being proactive by addressing 
concerns forthrightly in talking with the 
seminary’s students and in responding to 
questions he is starting to get during 
speaking engagements.  

Although the seminary has not sent a formal 
letter to donors and supporters in response 
to the scandal, this is not to say one will not 
be forthcoming, Father Kartje said. 
However, in the past, he said, he has tried 
to personally respond to individual inquiries 
about such matters, rather than deal with 
them in a form letter.  

“Any faith relationship is based on current, 
in - the -moment communications,” he said, 
“but I can say broadly that I haven’t seen 
evidence that there’s some lack of faith in 
what we’re doing.” 

Martin said he would advise Catholic 
organizations to both challenge and reassure 
their donors in such times.  

“Challenge them to step up and not be quiet 
about abuse they’ve experienced,” he said. 
“We need to challenge them to look at their 
own lives to see if they’re living the kind of 
life they want the Church to live. We also 
need to encourage people that, even though 
this is bad, there have been other terrible 

times in the history of the Church. If you 
read sections from St. Catherine’s Dialogue , 
it’s like headlines from today. ... We need to 
remember this has happened before, but not 
minimize the seriousness and damage it is 
doing to souls. It’s leading people to hell and 
blocking the New Evangelization and soiling 
the face of Christ in the Catholic Church.” 

Sokolowski added that he would like to see 
bishops reaffirm to Catholics that their 
money is going to needs for which funds 
have been and are being solicited and not to 
legal fees and other costs related to 
scandals.  

In many dioceses, he said, much energy and 
expense are put into receiving donations, 
but not enough into thanking people, 
keeping them informed and demonstrating 
good stewardship of what has been given.  

Franciscan Sister Georgette Lehmuth, the 
president and CEO of the National Catholic 
Development Conference (NCDC), which bills 
itself as the largest membership association 

of charitable religious fundraisers in the 
U.S., said that, in conversations with the 
group’s members about the McCarrick 
scandal, no one has talked specifically about 
the impact on donations. Rather, she said, 
their concerns have been those of prayerful 
support for the victims and the Catholic faith 
community.  

A third concern, she said, is that the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops address the 
issue of sexual abuse by members of the 
hierarchy and create appropriate 
accountability, just as they have done with 
priests, deacons and lay Church ministers. 
The NCDC membership includes religious 
communities of men and women, shrines, 
social -service agencies, schools, parishes, 
dioceses, seminaries and international relief 
agencies.  

Father Herb Weber, pastor of St. John XXIII 
parish in Perrysburg, Ohio, which has been 
raising funds for a new church that is under 
construction, said he has noticed no change 
in support for the project since news of the 
latest scandal broke. “People are very 
concerned; but at the same time, their 
loyalties are so local that as long as their 
own parish seems to be functioning well, 
they will respond faithfully.” 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
which conducts about 15 national appeals — 
including those for the Church in Latin 
America, Catholic Relief Services, the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development, 
and Retirement Fund for Religious — did not 
respond to a request for an interview about 
the impact of the scandal on its collections, 
nor did several other dioceses, organizations 
and institutions.  

Money Talks: Should Catholics Cease Their Stewardship  

in Wake of Latest Scandal?  
by Judy Roberts  

www.ncregister.com  August 13, 2018  
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INCOME 
 

EXPENSES 
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Over $100.00  1 $20 32 

$100.00  1 $16-19 0 

$76-99 1 $15 21 

$75 2 $11-14 9 

$51-74 1 $10 75 

$50 7 $6-9 5 

$26-49 17 $5 48 

$25 16 under $5  30 

$21-24 1 
Total  
Envelopes  
used  

267 

Is your gift to the parish each week an 
honest reflection of Godõs goodness to 
you?  

Mass Attendance  

!ǳƎǳǎǘ нр-нсΣ нлму 

 People  In -Church 
Collection  

 

Average 
Offering 

per person  

4:00 p.m.  127  1,555.25  12.25  

5:30 p.m.  69  739.00  10.71  

8:00 a.m.  74  836.00  11.30  

11:00a.m.  66  707.00  10.72  

Total  336  3,837.25  $11.42  

REMINDER: In order for our parish to 
remain solvent, the average weekly 
offering per person MUST equal or be 
greater than $15.00 consistently.  

   Votive Offerings  

Bread and Wine  

Intention   

Offered by   

 

Sanctuary Candle  

Intention  Bob Liscavage  

Offered by  Marion Baloga  

DIOCESAN ASSESSMENTS 
(July 1, 2018 -June 30, 2019)  

 Diocesan 

Assessment  

School  

Assessment  

BALANCE  

Prior 

Balance  0.00  93,788.02  93,788.02  

Current 

Assessment  71,471.00  56,659.62  128,130.62  

Amount 

Paid  
11,000.00  368.56  11,368.56  

BALANCE 
DUE 

60,471.00  150,079.08  210,550.08  

The Monthly Assessment Installment for the Diocese 
is $5,956.00.  (that is a little over 1 Weekend’s 
collection)  
 

The Monthly School Assessment Installment is 
$4,724.40 (another  weekend’s collection) 
 

To pay off the total current and past Schools 
Assessment, the monthly installment would be 
$12,537.30 (3 weekend collections.)  

PARISH DEBT SERVICE 

 Parish Loan  Amount Paid  BALANCE  

Due  

BALANCE  412,000.00  66,820.83  345,179.17  

Please Note: The Parish Debt service has been paid to 

date. This Account is current.  
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 LOCAL EVENTS 
 

 

Sts. Peter and Paul  

Designer Bag Bingo  
 

September 16, 2018  
Bernadine Hall  

 

Doors open 11:30. First Game 1 pm  
Advance Tickets  -  $20  

At the Door ð$25  
 

For more information call Nina at  
570 - 825 - 6663 (ext. 3, then 1)  

Sts. Peter and Paul  

Quilt Bingo  
 

October 7, 2018  
Bernadine Hall  

 

Doors open 11:30.  
First Game 1 pm  

Advance Tickets  -  $20  
At the Door ð$25  

 

For more information  
call the Parish Office at  

570 - 825 - 6663  

St. Andre Bessette Parish  

FABULOUS TOY BINGO  
 

Sunday, November 4, 2018  
St. Maryôs Byzantine Parish Social Hall 

 

Doors open at Noon,  
First Game 1 pm  

Tickets ð$10 advance or at the 
door  
 
For More Information,  
Call Pat Baran at 570 -823 -6280  

Join us as we celebrate  

WILKES BARRE  

Saturday, September 15, 2018  
For more information,  

contact DAVID at  

570—606 -7983  

Pilgrimage  
to  

The National 

Shrine of  

Our Lady of 

Czestochowa  
 

Sunday, 

October 7th, 

2018  
 

Cost of Bus is $45.00  
includes the bus, hot buffet 

Polish lunch at the Shrine, and 
driver gratuity.  

 

Mass is at 11 am.  
 

For more information,  

or to make your reservation,  

Contact  

Theresa Lisiewski  

at 570 - 822 - 0831.  

CHOMAN½S   
MOBILE CARE 

 

Cemetery Care  

Automobile Detailing  

Power Washing  

 

You can contact Chris at  

(570) 262 - 3109,  

or Book your appointment online at 

ChomanCares.com  

or by e -mail at 

ChomanCares@gmail.com.  

Bus Pilgrimage to 
the  

NATIONAL 
SHRINE  

OF DIVINE MERCY  
Stockbridge, MA  

for the  
 

FEAST OF ST. FAUSTINA  
Friday, October 5, 2018  

 

Bus leaves at 7:00 am  
from the back section  

of St. Maria Goretti Parking Lot (42 
Redwood Dr. Laflin, PA)  

 

Estimated arrival at the Shrine is 11 am  
 

All events will take place at the  
Mother of Mercy Outdoor Shrine.  

 

Cost is $67 per person  
 

Includes complimentary snack items and water, 

bus trip, shrine fee, bus driver’s tip, and a full 

course meal at Bogies Restaurant in Great 

Barrington, MA.  
 

For More information  
or to Register,  

 

Contact Cathy Mack  
570 - 654 - 6063  
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SOUP FOR THE 

SOUL  
at Exaltation of the Holy 

Cross Parish  
Buttonwood, PA  

 

Thursday  
September 6, 2018  

Pick up: 8 am to 6 pm  
 

 

SOUP of the MONTH:  

Polish Wedding Soup  

Cost: $8.00 qt  

 

To Order call: 570 -825 -6370  
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Wyoming Valley  
Knights of Columbus  
Combined Councils  

will sponsor  

The 42nd Annual  
Rosary Rally  

 

Sunday, September 30, 2018  

at St. Nicholasô Church 
226 S. Washington St.  

Wilkes -Barre  
 

Rosary Procession  

will begin at 2 pm  
and will return to the church  

by 3 pm.  
 

Mass will be offered at 3:20 pm  
 

Refreshments will be served  
in the school hall  

following the Mass.  
 

ALL ARE WELCOME  



WEEKLY CALENDAR 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

Monday, September 3, 2018                                                                            Labor Day 

 SERVER  LECTOR  EMOC  HOSPITALITY  

9:00 am John Benz  David Alusick  John Benz  
Pat Baran &  

Dolores Yesuvida  

 

September 8-9, 2018                                                     23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm Ted Harowicz  Joe Boris  Ted Harowicz  Mary Ann Amesbury  

5:30 pm Mimi Tosh  David Alusick  Jim Zoccola  
Marge Dreier  

Pat Baran  

8:00 am John Benz  Andy Katsock  John Benz  Dolores Yesuvida  

11:00 am Hailey Stephens  Jackie Barkus  Sr. Tina Joe Stone  

 

Twenty - second Week in Ordinary Time               September 3 ð9, 2018  

Day and Date  Time  Intention  Offered by  Events  

Monday, September 3  
Pope St. Gregory the Great  

9 am  
For workers and 

those seeking work  
LABOR DAY  
Parish office Closed  

t!wL{I 

Tuesday, September 4  
Weekday  

8 am  Patricia Tlucek  
  
5:30 pm CHOIR  Sue Stofko  

Wednesday, September 5  
St Teresa of Calcutta  

8 am  Leo Magri  
Parish of St. Andre 

Bessette  
Fr. Ken’s 31st Ordination Anniversary 

Thursday, September 6  
Weekday  8 am  Ronald Ushing  Ann Ushing  

Noon Exposition  
6 pm Vespers  
6 pm Liturgical Council   

Friday, September 7  
Weekday  

8 am  Michael O’Brien Rose McKeown  
 

Saturday, September 8  
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

 NO Morning Mass Scheduled  
3 pm Confessions  

Twenty - third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

VIGIL  4 pm  Bernard Meehan  Patti Wiatrowski   
Cemetery Envelopes due  
Dance/Basket Tickets on Sale  
 
2pm Companions on the Journey with  
         Christ  

VIGIL  5:30 pm  
Andre, Emily &  

Joseph Rebarchak  
Mary Shorts  

SUNDAY  8 am  Ethel Moss  Fosko Family  

SUNDAY  11 am  Parishioners  Pastor  
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September 2, 2018 Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Nothing 

worth having 
ever comes to 

anyone  
except  

as a result of 
hard work.  
.ƻƻƪŜǊ ¢Φ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ 


